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ABSTRACT

Castor seed is a product of castor plant, and after
extractién, it yields castoéor oil, which can be essentially utilized
in varipus'indusfries. Castor is considered .an important plant,
Surprisingly enough; when looking bagk before 1979, Th#iland as one
of the world'’s largest exporters of castor seed, had to depend on
castor oil import for local consumption, This was due to the fact
that local production of castor eil was|/still that of a small or
nhome factory, with.obsoleté machinery, #2The product.‘could not be
regarded '‘as high quality castor 0il, Only frém late 1979, a
nodern and well-equipped factory with high technology was established
in Thailand, Since then, Thailand has began to export castor oil,
Consequently, castor becomes one of the major economic crops of

Thailand. However no definite guidelines have been given to all

concerned as regards castor plantation and castor o0il processing



even though Thai'GOVernment has been giving instructions concerning
various methods of srowing castor, castor oil processing and
marketing of both products. Such instructions however are still
limited in their extent, since all concerned, whether farmers,
traders or producers do not follow all those instructions.
Moreover, the advancement of technology in the country as regards
castor growing, castor oilbprocessing and marketing abroad do not
keep péce with the expansion of castor il production. This
constitutes a drawback' fox the country in comparison with foreign

competitorse.

The above-mentioned fact gave the author an inspiration
to make a study on caster seed growing and castor 0il extraction
in order to look into their problems and offer some solutions to
those.problems, for instanee, in castor seed production, farmers
should be encouraged to keep the castor plant for the second CTrop,
good s0il preparation was necessary before plantation., It has
been proved that the second year's crop will be larger than the
first vear’sw »This will.reduce the, cost.of each year’s plantation.
At the same time research should be encouraged to find the bvest

variety, ofycastor sseed=tospropsasate, among . farmers, As regaris

fen

castor see

iy

nmarketimz o

]

, farmers siiould form a co-operative and
market their product through the co-bperative; Seiling price

should be determined according to the various grades of casior

=
e

it in inmproving the qualit: of

D
&2
o
H,

we

o~

seeds., This wonld hnve.

s

castor seeds producad and facilitating tue Government in nlanning



and issuing instructions concerning the production of castor seeds
and castor o0il in the future as well as making appropriate marketing
strategies concerning both products. Thus a bright future for -

castor seed and castor oil production can be ensured.
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