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ABSTRAGT ’

s

The purpose of gthis resaarch is two folds. Ihe first objective
is to study Lao Song pitullf fand’ soc1al structure at Ban Sra village

in Sraphattana Subdlstrlct Kampangsean Dlstrlct Nakhon Pathom,

A

Rituals covered in the study ere angestor worships weddlngs funeral

rites .and the rites paylng*homage o willage splrlts. The second
o

objective is to snalyze the rites, the group's structure, and

i, L .

relationship between such rites and the social sstructure. The
hypothesis in this fcase is that Lao Song rites reflect the social

gtructure of their community.

This fesearch is a case|study, focussing ‘only on Ban Sra village.

Secondary data used to supplement the study are extracted from research

o r‘ T,

papers and artlcles deallng with Lao Song.  Primany -data were collected
a

during the researcher's stay in the villageQ- Field techniques include.
(1) participant obssrﬁation of ritual activities ; (2) questionnaire
enumeratlon of 140 randomly. selected household heads coverlng economic
conditions, social structure and culture.; (3) 1nterv1ews f;Om interview

guides covering ritual activities where interviewess consisted of persons

who performed the rites, village leaders, and elders ; and (4) informal



talks. Collection of data in the field was carried out from 20th

’

March to 30th October 1985, or over a period of some T months, Data

analysis were divided inté 2 sections : ritual and social structure.

This research shows that ritual of Lao Song people can be

dgivided into 2 categories : Buddhist/and enimist cum ancestor worship

' N Y T
(spirits of the deaths ox phi}. Lao 86ng people attach grea*lie‘r%‘:;‘-*_ _ :

t e

L

importance to - the jla.tter category of rite than the former .one. In
several respects, the rites related to ancesto.r'fworslhi;g;- are éimilar
to the Chinese.practicessinge Lac Song people.e were wmder the power
of the Chinese in the adcient pastnﬁﬁén Lao Seng or Black Tei 1£ﬁea
in South China aﬁd or North Vietnam, However, LaD.Song people
still follow practicél of Thai-Laoc as seen in most other Northeast
commmities in Thailand. The perfom;ance of rites has developed
into g social duty iﬁ the community ‘and became customa.iry practice .
reinforecing wnity end group identity. These ritual functions confirm
the existing éocial structure c:)f Lao Soné group. The rites serve
to proﬁote social stability and aregthe symbols indicating. the status
of individuals in.their gro'up“ ‘

. “Wlxth reéspsct Po soeiall §tira¢tire of [Lao|Songy the family
‘organizati‘;an\b r;;:x;eser;t?ﬁét}ilinea]l kinship system which is symbéliz_ed
‘-by the belief in the same phi. The village ties consist of both

consanguine and affine reiatives, Sociai stratifi'c'é.tio_n among Lao’

Song includes two élasses, namely, phu-tao and phu-noi which are not

divided very rigidly in the sence that intermarriage between these

two classes are allowed and there is no taboo-against marriage with



outsiders. This results in the changes of the status. of women
according to their husbands' status, In addition, the beliefs in
spirits of the deaths or phi and in supernatural power of phi

function as social mechanism ensuring proper discipline and moral

£
behavior among community members. fv’

z"f'.
The inter-relatienship between rdtual functions and social

¢

structure of Lao Song community is reﬁlected in the pérallel pattern

of ritual stratificatien between phu - tao and'phu - noi and the
o

social étructure of diac Sodg pecple at thé fémily end village levels.
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