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ABSTRACT

The compulsary elementary education especially in municipal
area, is subsidized by government. In Nortﬁ-eastern province; the
present enrolliment of pupils is lower than that in other areas.
Fﬁnctional spaces-and building condition are mostly below school
standard for Asian countries as set by Unesco. This probiem ceftainly
has sigﬁificant impacts on,education, system .. It resulfs in
producing lower, human quality that will be harmful to both local
and nationalydevelopnent-iny the futures, It dis therefore necessary
to investigate the physical condition of the existing municipal
elementary schools and related problems, to set guidelines for

physical design and planning.

Questionnaires were administed to 75 municipal school
administrators in 16 provinces. Specific observation of existing

enviroments were made in 15 schools together with interviewing



their uscres.

45 out of 75 copies of questionnaires or 60 percents
returned. The study showed that 'schools are locat¢d in limited
size of sites, with an average of 10457 square meters per pupils,
which is lower than the séhool standard for Asian country set bv
Uhesco of 21424 square meters per pupil.  55.56 percents of all
schools lack football £ield, and 66.67 percents lack baskefball
court. Some of the/cafeteria.and auditorium space were utilized as
teaching area, due o the inadequacy of existing classrooms. it
has beecn found that most of the schools have no master plan, and
building expansion is meostly inappropriate in éoning and physical

design.

It can ba-concluded that most of the municipal elementary
schools are facing with three major problems:

e Having n¢.masterplans, and no consuitants in elementary
school design and [planning,

b. Having no or not sufficient functional spaces, especially-

recreation ‘areas.

ce. Having not enough budget to subsidize school development.

In order to exemplify solving the first two problems which
concern with thc design and planning guides for municipal clementary
schools in ‘the upper part of North-eastezrn region, two case studies

werce made:s



Czse 1. Designing and developm:nt planning for improving
an existing clementary school. It is Muka-montri schocl in
Udeon=thani prcvince, with the capacity of 1,243 pupils in 1973

and expected to be 1,445 in 1983,

Casec 2. Froposing Master Plan and physical design for on
Elsmentary schoel at Seuthern part of municipzl erea in Udon..
thani Province with _ thelcapacity of 678 pupils which is the

averagz of 45 schools.

The problemy of subsidy budgzt shculd be solved by central
and loccl government under the responsibility of cdministrative

and ccuncil members in poeling mcre, budget for educaticon.

There should be design @nd planning guidelines for
elementary schools as well as the provision of mastcr plans for
each existing schtol. The following policy 2nd regulation for
general proctice shguld be set.

a. Policv and administgative guidelines: Responsible

th t
personcls for schocl planning such as the officers of 9™ 10 h

and 11th education zones, should carry cut-the planning guides
intc practice.
b. Implementation: The important standard of physiceal

details such as size of sits and necessary functional spacas sheould

be set for implementation.

For 21l new schools, the complete master plan concept and

implemcntation process should follow the 'Idecal' schocl plinning as



in case study b. For the existing schools, master plans can
be drawn up and followed. In any casey the utilitization of

space should be maximized, and the cost be minimized.

, ' ent should providc subsidy
for up to 1900 Baht per head a udﬂ cach local government
should &dd up thcyf ~ad less than half of the

central government bud § \\ of 1983,

|
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