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Abstract

The objective of this thesis is to study the relations

between Thailand and Japan in the War of Greater Bast fsia

1941-1945 A.D., with special emphasis on military co-operation.

The aims of study alsc include political, economic and cul tural

relationship as well. It also wants to investigate main factors

behind poliey making of Field Marshall Pibulsonggram government

in abandonning the nation'ssneutrality to join the Japanese in

the War of Greater East Asia,



The result of the study is that Pipulsc;nggram government
aban@onned the policy of neﬁtrality_to join the Japanese in
anticipation of the victory of the Axis namely, Germany, Italy
and Japan. Consequently, Thailand coudd gain benifit in
recovering the territories that were lost to France and England
during the reign of King Rama V. The suceess in reannexing the
territories would befa good 5upport to the ! nation building "
programme of Fielz;ﬁi Marshall "Pibulsonggram government.

When the J apancse Lrmy entered Thailand in December
1941, the government agreed to let Japanesé Army move through
the country. Later on, Thailand and Japan signed the Pact of

Alliance between Thailand and Japan on December 21, 1941, and

when Thailand declared war against the Allied on January 25,
1942, Thai and Japanese Armies fought shoulder to shoulder in
Burma, and-insShens States (Consequently, | the dapanesc

occupied alll of Burma and Thailand gained the territory

-



of Shan State. Through political oo-oieration with
Japan the former four lalayan States were recognizéd by Japan
as under Thaoi sovereignty. Thailand and Japan also joined in
economic and cultural co-operations.. At the same time Japanese
army presence in Thailand had.eaused many prdblens~to the
country. Conflicts within Thai govermment whose majority were
members of the People Party became prominent. The conflicts
were followed by pblitical fraoctions which can be traced until
the present times.

Concerning economic, problems, Japanese army presence
in Thailand caused inflation and high cost of living. Wide
spread of hoarding and corruptions were commonly practiced.

On cultural aspects, Field Marshall Pibulsoﬁggram‘s programme
of new " nationalism " was partly earried on through cultural
revolution. The progfamme has bedn’ initiated and carried on
before the' presence of Japanese arnmy im-Thailand with the
Japanese sstationcd dn the.country, the-cultural revolution
process was intensified to counteract the influences of

Japanese culturc. Culture changes as occured were partly



encouraged by the Japancse presence and partly by Field liarshall

Pibulsopggrmn's own concept of cultural revolution.

yed unconditionally to the -
i /ﬂfied the Declaration of

1 ’.—d.
T—— .
ult ofWThal Movement

When the J apanese
Allies in August 1945
War against them as
figh;:ing Japanes of the war by éo-—opera_ting

with the Allies ‘underground

insurgency weak 1 taking action

against disarmi days of the war.

Besides the Free T \‘ in lessening the burden

S idnts

; \
which would be posed on Thail e Allies.
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