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ABSTRACT

Althoughethe politdical opinion.of an individual is determined-
by a number of factors, this study will concentrate only on political
opinions as shaped by an individual's social and economic status as
well as knowledgehgained from experiences, Differences in political

opinion also determine diffexeant pelitical behavior,

A significant sbtial phenomenon has emerged in Thailand,
that is the massive migration of Thai workers to the Middle Eastp.
These migrant wérkers—have-acquired-political oOpinions that are
different from those who have not gone abroad since they may
experience a rapid.change in the social and economic conditionms.
Based on these perceptioné, this study aims at | studying political
cognition and political affection as well as the political behavior
orieéntations Of ‘the Thai workers who have worked in'the Middle Eastern
countries for a period of time and the extent to which these are
effected by the experience abroad as well as changes in social and

econonic conditions,

The target groups of the study are the people who have been
working in the Middle East for a period of time and have temporarily

returned to Thailand. Before returning to work for the same



employers, these peoﬁle must request for an exemption for an exit
tax at the Department of Labour. Simple random sampling techniques -
.are used. The total number of respondents is 481. Questionnaires
were administered to collect data and simple statistical techniques

are employed such as gamma, etc. to evaluate the data.

The majority of the samples haﬁe a fair understanding of the
political issues while active ﬁolitical participation for the
majority of thé respondents are found to be at the average to low
leQel. Pdlitical behavioral orientation is found to be aﬁerage
to low as well. Taking /into considexation the influence of the
work experience,/the social™ and économic status of the migrant

workers, the following conclusions are reached,

(1). Work experience has little relation with the under-

standing of political issues, political trust and political behavioral

orientation,

.

(2). Economic status of the migrant workers is quite a
significant factor in the differences in political understanding
but it has very little relation with political trust and with the

differences infpolitical behavioral orientation.

{(3)+ ~Social, status; is neither-a determinant factor for
the political understanding nor political trust, nor political

behavioral orientation.
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