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ABSTRACT

The méin purpose of this study'ié to investigate and
compare_ﬁhe phonetic charattaeristics of high vowels./i:/ and /[u:/
in the dialects of‘Trang9 Krabi ; Phangngé‘#nd Phuket. The
wordlisté used can also examine the phoﬁéfif.characteristics of
the tones of these dialects. This study‘po; only points out how
different variables can be used to classifymthe dialects‘spgken
in a certain area but dalso investigates the Southern<Thai dialects
spoken in these four provinces within an cbjective-and systematic
framework,"The dataywere| collected from-23 jinformants who were
in accordance withyspecified criteria to represent 23 areas which
were in turm chosen by the method of) randonarea) sampling inithe
four-provinces,already mentioned.

Accerding to the phonetic characteristics of high vowels
in the 4 provimces we can divide these dialects into 3 groups:

1, the dialects of Phuket and Phangnga 2, the Krabivdialect.and

3. the Trang dialect. Considering the phonetic characteristics

}

Ly
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of tones there are only 2 groups: 1. the dialects of Pbuket}and
Phangnga and 2, the Krabi and Trang dialects.

The phonetic characteristics of tones and vowels of the
dialects of Phuket and Phangnga are different from those of the
dialects of Krabi and Trang. The dialects of Krabi and Trang,
which have the same phonetic characteristgice of tones, are
different from each other-im the phonetic cﬁaracteristics of
vowels.,

The Trang dialectsCan'be divided into 3 subdialects on
the basis of the distributiomal differééées of vowels. These
differences may be considered as diffexences Sétween regional
dialects or sucial dialects. Since the-éata used in this thesis
are sociologically controlled, so the diffgrénces found are of

]

regional variations. The study of these dialects with sociological

’ ;
variables is wvecommended for further research.
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