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ABITRACT-. ™

If communication ds considered in its broadest eense,
not only as the exchange of news‘ehd messages but as an indi--
'vidual and collective ectivity emcfacing all transmission and
'sharing of ideas, facts end datay dts main functions in any
society may be identified as a) informations b) educationg

¢c) entertainment.

Besides theses universal functions,; emphasis should also
be laid on a pHenomenon whose importance is increasing: Communi
"cation has beccme a vital need forApolitical socialization.

The politdcall soc¢lalirationh ds.theé process (which shapes, trans
mits and maintains the political culture. Its operation is
performed.thfough the process’agents or socializers. As one of
the process'agent and also the social infrastructure (as the
political communicaticn expert said "all the socialization
process is the communication process" communication should be

counted influent to the political socialization of the people.

\



The purposes of this comparative study were: 1)to
invéstigate the degree of bolitical socialization of the farm-
ers and the industrial workers in Bangchan area, Minburi,
uBangkok, at an exploratory level. The political socializa-
tion process included: political attitude, political knowledge,
poliﬁical interest, pélitical participétion, and political
alienation;_Z)to investigate théirelationship between the .
political communicatiom®®éhavior and the political socializa-
tion process of the sample 6 2995 of the farmers and the in-
dustrial workers. The data were collected by using a field.“ﬁ“
work method; é)to‘assertain the| relationship between‘socio-
economic and'demographic factors,aﬁqapolitical socialization
process; 4)to reveal alSo the gelatﬁgﬁship between socio-eco-

nomic and demographic factors and communication behavior.

The exploratory 1e§él's fin&iﬂéé'were: 1) the level
of political aftitude'on democratic system ofrthe farmers and
the industriél workers was relatively moderate; 2)the level
of political knowlédge @bout democratic system\ﬁas higher
among the industrial’ werKers' than that of thé farmerss 3) there
was no signifiéant difference in terms, ©Of political interest
level between 'the farmeré and the” industrial "workerss ﬁ)there
was a low level of political participation/between both group
of the farmers and the industrial workers;MS)the level of
political alienaﬁion of both the farmers and the industrial .

workers was considerably moderate.

The relationship's findings were: 1)the most signi-

ficant factor affecting the political attitude on democraty



o

of the farmers was the concept-oriented fanmily while that of -
the industrial workers waé the peer\groups communications 2)
rnewspaper reading performed the most significant role in pro-
vision of the political knowledge abouts democratic system for
both broups farmers and indusﬁriq; workers: 3)the most signi-
ficant factors'affecting the political interest of the farmers
‘'was mass media exposure'(newspape? reading, radio iistening
'and~telévision watching)@whaile that! of the industrial workers
was -the peer group communication;jﬂ)political_participatibn
of bofh the farmers and ghe indust%;a; workers was led by the
peer group communications and,5)thé£§jwas no clear cut effect -

of any factors on the political alié?ﬁ%ion of both groups.

There are some relé%ionshipéfggfween some socio-econo-
mic andﬂdemographicrféctors and political sdcialization as
well as communicafion,behavior of these twogr‘oupso Mostly the
relationship is linear. For example:” the higher education the

sample has, the moré politicalk knowledge-the 'sample gains;

Thesel fignifiiCant “Cindingswould) v Belpftl An iﬁprov—
ing the political campaign of democracy especially through
the effective application of the potentiel system of communi-

cation behavior,
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