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ABSTRACT

It is genexrally knowi tha£ forest is essential for the
existing of mankind &1 ther direebly or indirectly, hence it
was mentioned "Man cannof exist without wood". The historical
study of forestry in FWorthern Thailand from 1896 to 1932 was
conducted with & primary attempt to throw light on the past
evidence of government forest policy,'and the reasonsg which
finally lead to the establishment of The Royal FPorest Depart-
ment. It aldo attempts to study the government forest
administration and its actiyities during the above mentioned
period “in order to, see their impact on the policy and admini -

gtration at present.

The thesis is divided into five chapters and a
conelusion. The first chapter describes the background of
the teak enterprises in Northern Thailand before the establish-

ment of The Royal Forest Department up until the Revolution .



in 1932, The general survey of the background and development

of forest activities are given.

The second chapter discusses the indication.of problems
leading to the establishment, of The Royal Porest Department
such as, the international politieal problgms, the administra-
tive problems in Monton Payabjand its effect on the ecqnomic
problems of the country. . Thege problems are considered @o
be the main factors.dn formulating the forest policy during
that period.

Chepter three @eseribles the important Government's
policies in the management of forest in Norghern Thailand
from 1896 to 1932, for example @ the policy relating teo the
forest benefit of the Princes in Mdnton Payab, the policy of
forest administretion, foresf law, and fowest concession |

ete. This chapiteér discusses in detail the trend of government

15 forest policy-in most aspecis.

In ©hdapter| four the melespef pthe, foreign forest
industry companies in Thailand's forestry enterprise are
outlinadltl £1¢0) the governnenth€) rolesiand [itss policy toward

the important foreign companies are discrussed.

Chapter five describes the related activities of
forest industry in generel i.e. forest production, utilization,
exporting. This chapter puts a special emphasis on the produc-~

tion of teak wood as one of the main income resources of the



country.

The conclusion is the summary of the government's
forest policy before and after the establishment of The Hoyal
Forest Department in 18%6., Before 1896 the government's
policy in the forest enterprise had not been properly defined.
Consequently, an instituéion in cherge of forest management was
urgently needed leading td thle establishment Qf The Royal
Forest Department in 1896,/ Through this department the
government had tried %0 cope witn many forestry problems by
exactlng several rules and plansa. Distributing concesgion to
foreign forest companies was done equally taking into considera=-
tion the national interegts. Illegal cutting and forest destrue-
tion were to be prevented by forest laws. But to implement
these laws, the.government ran into many obstacles; for example
‘1ack of foresters and insufficient co-operation among departments
concerned. The government at that time was unable to overcome
these "obstacles whiéh have become more serious at present.
The study of forestry in Newthern Thailand from 1896 - 1932
is not only. useful for those studying Thai forest policy, past
end present, but "alsc emphasising 'the importance of the forest

as one of the invaluable national resources,
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