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Thesis Titlew Relations Between Thailand and Germany, 1862-1917.
Name - Miss Ratrie Wanichalaksa Department History

Academic Year 1975

ABSTRACT

-This is a study of the relationship betwecn Thailand and
- Germany, 1862-<1971. Durimg that period the relations between two
countries were>cordial,because they reached the peak of mutual
understanding. In the late nineteenth century, destern imperialisn
spread widely over South€agt iAsia. Thailand had to make momentous
decisions for her ‘'survival diplomacyi' @ To follow up this
diplomacy, she éigned treaties of amity and commerce wiﬁh most of
the European Powers. In 1862,Prussia one of the German leading -
"states in the Zollvérein,ﬁook the initiative in oﬁening relations.
with Thailand by signing sﬁch a treaty; After 1871$Prussia
became Germany.which accepted the treaty of 1862 and continued to
maintain the same!friendly, peldtionscas)before. Most of all this
thesis seeks to show tﬁat Thai-German relations enabled Thailand
to pursue thel policy to.implement thel survival [diplomacy

The ‘writer of this thesis has made use of both the
primary sources and the secondary séurces. The primary sources
include Thai and English documents as'well as Russian document
which are obtainablé in IEnglish, while the secondary sources
comprise books; periodicals and‘thesis bearing on the topic.of

this thesis.



¢

‘The thesis consists of six chapters. Chapter I reveals
the causes which led the Thai government to sign a Yreaty of amity
and cominerce with Prussia in 1862. Furthermore it shows that
Prussia had a commercial‘purpose in mind,while Thai government
had an ulterior political purpeosec to usevPrussié as a counter=-
balance to France., Chapter L1 illustrates~the excellent relatiénu
ship between King Rama Mwand the Kaiser william II which streng-
thened the cordial undersianding between the two counfries.
Chapter III reviews the‘rolc of Germany in assisting in the
construction of the publie utilities such as the railways and the
post and telegraph. I& also deals with the increasing influencé
of Germany in»thc fieldvof foreign trade. Chapfer IV narrates
the German political inflgence whereby the Thai govérnment made
efforts to persuade her to guarantee her tefritorial'integrity apd
independence. Howevgr éuch a policy was not successful. Chapter'»
V is concerned with the problems of extfa;territoriality which led
to the negofiations for fthe revision of the'1862 treat&, Eut they
did not achieveﬁ”:t any result, and Chapter VI analyses the main
causas which puéhed'Thai goyernment to déclare war against Gefmany
on July 22 19’!7°

| Judging from the>result of the research, as presented in
the thésis, the relations betwéen Thailand and Germany were happj
from ﬁ86é to 1917, but they came to an end with the declaration of

wéf by Thailand against Germany.
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