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Thesis Title The Role of General Phya Baholpolpayuhasena
as Prime Minister During the First Six Years

of the Change of the Thai Regime(1933-1938)

Name Lieutenant Rassamee Chatasingh R.T.N.
Thesis Advisor = Professor Rong Syamananda
Department History
Academic Year 1378
ABSTRACT

On June 24, 1932; a group of people consisting of offi-
cers‘frbm the Army and the Navy as weli as civilians who called
themselves "The_People's Party", seized the power from King
Prajadhipok. Their objective was to change the regime from Ab-
solute Monarchy to Pemocracy. This political event was the most
important revolution™in Thai history. Colonel Phya Baholpolpa-
yuhasena (Phot/Baholyothin) was (ohe whé| was inVolved in this
event. Being a €ircumspective man of high seniority and admi-

. rable persendlity ancng ithe ‘commissioned lanid fion=cdiimissioned
officers, Re was honorably chosen as Chief of the Party. After
the revolution, the first democratic governmeént under Phya Mano-
pakongitithada was urgently fermed. But, in less than one year,
it collapsed because of the conflict in ideology and vested

interests within the group. This led to the breach of unity



I

among Thai people, especially among the top leaders.

On June 20,1933, a coup d'etat was staged being led
by Célonel Phya Baholpolpayuhasena who had as his assistants
Lieutenant-Colonel Luang Pibulsénggram, Commander Luang Supha=
chalasai R.T.N., and Luéng Narubesrn Manit. Colonel Phya Bahol-
polpayuhasena was appointed Primeg Minister by the.King with the
approval of the Members of the Parliament. A popuiar person
among Thal people, he was the leader of the country five times
for nearly six conseculfive ygars. - This was a period long enough
for him to utilize his kngwledge and capability in administra=
ting the country so that it would beceme a democratic one. He
tried to develop the country.in all aspects : econcmic, social,

cultural as well as politicals

~

In his period, three elections werelorganize in order
to provide a chance“for the people to participate in the adnin-
istration. Above ally his important success was the correction
of unequal treaties‘éonéerning bothothe | court “end-the customs-
rates. These tréaties had put Thailnd in a disadvantageous posi-

N
tion for &) long tife ) Howéver), | in| Bis office, the_government's
tasks wereflinterfered by many political obstacles such as Bowone
det's abortive Coup,abdication of Kimg Prajadhipok,the Non Comn=
issioned Officier 's Coup and so on, but the government of Cclo-

nel Phya Baholpolpayuhasena seemed to have laid the foundation

for the development in the long run for the later governmentse.



This Thesis is a study of the work and role of Colo-
nel Phya Baholpolpayuhasena as a Prime Minister of‘Thailand
from Ae.D. 1933 to A.D., 1938 in various aspects : political,
economic and socialoas well as that regarding foreign rela-
tion. The study is based on primary historical sources from
many government organizations such as the Secratariat of the

Cabinet and the House ofsParlianent.

In conclusion, @11 the primary historical sources con-
cerned indicate that/Colonel Phya Baholpolpayuhasena was a po-
litician and military/officer who had absolute power in his
hands but who did not exploit his authority to. the advantages
of his own and his family as some politicians or activists Go.
He was a virtuous politician who was loyal th the country° He
wanted to‘see Thalland become a.developing democratic nation.
For the rest of his life, he was honored as the "Elder State-
sman" of Thailand. He had his mottog"As a tiger keeps its
stripes, so will asman keeps hiS reputation"., He has been

name /4 the poorest Prime Minister of thescountry since then,
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