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ABSTRACT

The purpose ofif'this research is to analyze the content of the
Prachum Phongsawadarn Series, published by Kurusapha Press, éection
one fo sectién eighty, B;E.2506-2513, to see how often each of the
subject matter is emphasized as wéll as to see how often the

reference sources are cited.
The procedures of this study are :

l. To establish the criteria for the subject matters to be
analyzed by looking through the Thai history books and comparing
them with the subject m#tters that appeér in the manuals of
Dewey Decimal Classification of' the nineteenth' edition and Library
of Congress Classification

2, " To classify and tally ‘the 'subject-matters—as appeared
in the Prachum Phongsawadarn Series according to their.frequencies.

3« The collected data were thereafter arranged on.
percentage basis,

4. To comile the type of reference sources that appear
in the Prachum'Phongsawadarn Serieséand then present the result

were presented on percentage basis



The results of this research are as follow:

1. There are altogether 19 major areas of subject matters
that appear in the Prachum Phongsawadarn S?ries. The most frequent
one is‘bidgraphy and genealogy, yhich ére cited 1432 times out of
the total number of all subject matters cited, or 31.32 percent.
The second ﬁost frequently cited is custom and tradition, cited
735 times or 16.08 percent. The third most often cited is history
which is mentioned 342 times or 7.48 percent. The fourth is public
administration which is_méntioned 280 tiﬁes or 6.12 percent., The
fifth is the places of historical importance which are cited 239
times or 5.23 pgrcént. The/ subject which is cited the least is

weapons which is mentigned only 11 times or 0.24 -percent.

2., The distribution of all 19 fields of subject matters
in each section occurs most frequently,in the eightieth section
which covers 14 subjects. The second and the third most frequently
mentioned subject matters with 13 and 12 subjects appear in the
twelfth and the sixth section. The section _which covers only one
" subject field is the 56th section. As for the most mentioned
subject matters, Gustom and | tradition| | they are méntioned in 60
sections, .Thg subjects that cover 48 sections and 32 sections
respectively are Kings and rulexs ‘of ‘Thailand and foreigners in
Thailand. " The subjects: publishing, law and the foreign courts

and Thai history in the Lan-Chang period are mentioned only in

one section,

3« The result of the study reveals that there are only

82 articles with reference sources or 60.74 percent of the total



numbér éf the articles in Prachum Phongsawadarn Series. . The
reference source materials which appear most often are oral
tradition which occurr in 29 articles or 29.59 percent. The second
and the third most common reference sources are Thai documents and
foreign archives, comprising 15 articlgs or 15.31 percent and 12
articles or 12.25 percent., The reference m;terials that are the

least cited with only one item, are ' map and newspaper.

Recommendations

1. Historians should study and evaluate the content of the
Prachum- Phongsawadarn Series in order to make use of it as a

historical reference source,

2. Librarians ghould cohpile a relative index of the
Prachum Phongsawadarn Series in order to provide access to their

contents.

3. There should be a survey of the use of the Prachum

Phongsawadarn Series in the research fields other than in history

', and archaeology, for example in the field of  jurisprudence, public

administration_etc.

4. The books that are similar to the Prachum Phongsawadarn
Series, ‘Which ‘coniern|Thai ‘history shodld also be ‘studied and

analyzed in order to serve as a source of reference materials.
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