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 Acsdemic Year 1980
ABSTRACT

Purposes of the Study

This research wes to/study the historical development
of the general education.curriculum of Thammasat University
from the begiﬁning to the present. Specifically, the study was
intended to compare the historical development witﬁ the present

situation and problem of the general educatioﬁ cltirriculum.

4

Method and Procedures

Thié study lemployed & hi §t6ric dll land &) deseriptive
research methods It included documentary study, interviews
with thirteen persdns off corlcerns selected by jspecificd sampling
and questionnaires sent to 40 present lecturers aﬁd 100 students
selected by systematic rsndom sampling. Three research instruments
were ﬁsed, namely the document collection utilizing both external
and internal criteria, the unstructured interview questions and

two sets of rating scele - typed questionnaires. With the aforesaid



instruments, these data were obtained: 6 types of documents,. the
information from 13 hour tape re-order and 100 ques.ionnaires.
Then the documents and tape recorder information were analyzed
by.using céntent analysis, and questionnaires by using means,

standard deviation, percentage and ranking.

Research Conclusion

From the analysisgethe general education curriculum of
Thammasat University heas gone throtgh five changes, each of
which occurred in B.E. #2505, B.EJ 2507, B.E. 2514, B.E. 2519

and B.E. 2520. The developmentel trend of the three aspect:

N

¢

of
the curriculum : purposes, content and administration has been
in progress while teaching and learning has been in reverse,

The following were brief details:

1, Curriculum Chenges The curriculumshas.developed

from the pattern of Core Curricuium to Distributic:; Bequireﬁents
~ Curriculum.
2. Purposes, The pfinciple ofthe curriculum purpcses
has been unchanged except 1n detaiis, However, the purpose
trend reflected the-more-emphasis on the imguiry method ‘than
subject matters. In comparing the past curriculum’ purposes with
those of the present according to lecturers' and students'
opinians, they agreed that the purposes were to develop in the
students' broad perspective and ideas as well as their understanding

of the society and its problems.



3. Content The content of the curriculum was categorized
in / disciplines - humenities, sciences and mathematics, social
science and languagess Most of the courses in the first three
disciplines were inter-disciplinary in nature. They emphasized
knowledge and understanding but not attitude. All the language‘
courses were introductory courses which emphasized skills. The
number of courses increaseds consequently,.more electives were
provided, In comparing the past content wi?h the present according
to lecturers' and studengs' opiniois the result was an agreement

that the content was bread and it was at an introductory level,

educatioh curriculum hasichanged many times., Tt was in the
beginning administered By the Faculty of Liberal Arts, then by
the committee, by the institute of general education in B.E. 2519
and by the committee agein in B.Es 2520 until the present time.‘
In compering the pest curriculun administration.with the present
one according to lecturers’ and students' perceptions, the
agreements were, the university gave much recognition to the
general educationrcurrictlum; (the lectureré received much building
services, and thefe should be more electives; The disagreements
were the lecturers recéived much éervices in the note)and text
publishing and the teaching - aids in the past but they received
these ‘services at the average level at present; the general
education curriculum was taught in the first and second year in

the past but it should be taught in the first year at present,



5, Teaéhing aﬁd Learning The teaching method has
developed from large class 1écture§ and small group discussions
to more large class lectures., The evaluation has developed
from mark system to letter-grads system, There were-teachingQ
and learning problems in large class,however, Some courses were
repetitiVe; some offered a lot ol suhject matters and students
V lacked positive attitude toward étuéying, Tn comparing the past
teaching and learning with the présent adcording to lecturers'!
and students' perceﬁtions, the egrecments were found in the
vvvvvvvvv
disagreements were that in evalugtingfthe students! performance
assignments, tests and ghe final examination‘were considered
in the past while oﬁly tasts “and the finel examination were
considered at present; most students neither realized the
importance of the general education no? wanted o study it in
the past while they béth realizaed ité importance and wanted to

study it at present.

Recommendations

’

14 55" rebommended- that &n| évaluation ofy the general
education curriculum in all aspects especially the teaching and
learning area be conducted for curriculum improvement, The
Distribution Requirements Curriculum with more electives and

the administration by an institute of general education are



suggested. Further research dealing with the teaching and

learning evaluation of the general education should be done in

other higher education institutes.
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