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THESIS TITLE : The Importance of the Annamese-Siamese War to

Siam, Cambodia and Annamn.

NAME : Miss Veeranant Vareevichanont.
DEPARTMENT : Geography and History;
ACADEMIC YEAR : 1970.

ABSTRACT

This research is'ansattempt to examine in detail the mate-
rial concerning the war bétween Siam and Anmam in the reign of
King Nangklao or Ramasll ia order to make a study of the aims of
the war by which both of them wanted to take over Cambodia, to .
present the tactics of éhe war in that period and to analyse the
importance of the long fourteen-year war for the adversaries and
Cambodia. This work consisgts of tﬁo kinds of material: presenta-
tion of the facts and analysis of them. The thesis is divided
into nine chapters. -The introductory chapten is a quick survey
of the problem, the aims, the scope and the method of the regearch.
The second chaRter is concerned with the general background, in-
cluding the politics,the economy, the society and the foreign
affairs of, the countries involved in the Annamese-Siamese war:
'Siam under Rama II, Annam under Minh-Mang and Thieu-Tri and Cam-
bodia from Ang-Chan to Ang-Duong. The third chapter deals with
‘the relatioﬁship among these three countries in the reigns of King
Rama I and Rama II. Cambodia constituted the importan% strategic

point that converted the relationship between Siam and Annam into



war. From a geographical point of view, Cambodia was a swall
country sandwiched between Siam and Annam which were big ones.
Whenever the more powerful one extended her power, Cambodia must
yield as a tributary state to that one. From an historical point
of view, the Cambodians were inglined to fight among themselves
for power. They separated themselvesiinto two sides which,appea-
led for help from Siam amd Annam, As awmatter of fact, Cambodia
had been a battleground betwcen Siam and Annam since the period
of Ayudhya. During the reign of Rama I, confusion arose in the
dynasties ruling both Cambedia and Anpnam. Rama I supported these
two dynasties. The fact that Anném became more powerful in the
reignhof Rama II posed = threat to Siam. It caused a change of the
Thai policy towards the tributary states im order to balance the
Annamese power. During the reign of King Rama I, Siam annexed
several Cambodian border provinces by-means of military force.
Cambodia, being ongé a Thai tributary state which had to éend
tribute t§ Siam, bccame more important than béfore. It happened
to be a buffer staté between Siam and Annam. The féurth chapter
relatgs the causes jof | the swar dnsthe preign-of-King Rama II, when
Annam assisted dn alienating Cambodia and Laocs from Siam. Siam
therefore-seized thesopportunity,to, intervene in Cambodia when the
confusion was widespread in' Saigon.’' An‘appeal by the“'Saigon pco-
ple was made for help from Siam to fight against the government at
Hu¢. They began to fight for power over Cambodia., Thus the war
broke out. The fifth to fhe eighth chapters present the war from
A183} to 1847, This war was divided into four parts. Each part

included the plan, the preparation of the army, the tactics and



the skill of the adversaries which alternated between the defensive.
No one could absolutely occupy the whole country., The results of
the war are also analysed in each part. It is worthy of observa-
tion that the Annamese tactics of hiding in tunnels are-being repea-
ted in the war now being fought in Vietnam. Finally both Annam and
Siam proposed peace by keeping the status quo in Cambodia: Cambodia
was a trlbutary state of Siam and Anpam. The last chapter analyses

the importance of this war for the countrles 1nvolved in it: Siam

got back sovereign rights«and the security of having a buffer state
between her and Annam. #Annan had sovereign rights in Cambodia too,
thus constituting a problemi [ Siamilost }ﬁl interest when France
occupied Saigon and €ladimed that she was the heir to the Annamese
suzerainity over Cambodia.’ At last, Cambodia, for which Annam and
Siam had waged a long drawn-out war, became a French protectorate

in the reign of King Mongkub. - According to Cambodia, the results

of the war turned her into-a tributar§ state of both countrics.

The country ceased to be the battlefield. The people enjoyed peace
and freedom in earning their living under one King and patronised
the Buddhist religion. Reverting to its usual status, the Cambodian
society. becamel urited|dgain, O The thesis concludes withthe results of
the research and recommendation. This work is largely based on Thai
primary soungesywhich Jdnclude,Thai manuscripts and. also secondary
sources from books and perlodlcalsyas well as~some Annamese and Cam-
bodian sources as far as they are available. Bearing all this in
'mind, the writer recommends{that if there is an opportunity to find
more primary»sourées,from the Archives of Vietnam nad Cambodia and
there is no difficulty about translating and incorporating them in
the thesis, it would be moré compfehensive and useful to the reader

than i? its present form.
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