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Thesis Title

‘Conflicts within the People!s Party.

Name : Weena Manopimoke  Department of History.
Academic Year : 1976
A
ABSTRACT
A 4

It is necesSamy to pay much attention to the role of the
People's.Parfy in the étudy of Thai History in & transitional
period between absoluie monarehy and democracy. The People!s
Party was succesgfull in changing the government and later. in
fmonobolising,administrative powér for as long as 15 ;ears (June
24, 1932 ~ November 8,/1947). Therefore, the study of the People's
Party would provide us some insights into the politiéal situation.
as 1t was influenced by the actions of the-People's Party,

The probiem of the confliets within the People's Party wiil
be investigated mainly by means of documentary research, A1l of
the facts herein were collected from both priﬁary and secondary
SOﬁrcés.v Aslfor primafy sources, the writer paid much attention
to govefnment documents i.e. the cabinet!s meeting reports from.
the Cabinet's Secretariat of the Qovernment of Thail%nd'énd thef
British Foreign Office documents, xeroxed & microfilmed copies kept
at the Institute of Thai Studies, Thammasat Uniyersity. The above
mentioned sources are directly relevent. to this study have béen

fecently disclosed, Theyfare most helpful for this research, °



bl

This thesis has concentrated on the political behavior of
the People's Party in terms of conflicts among its elites by

inductive consideration of the conflicts between the aristocrats

and the prbgressives, the conflicts among the military leaders,

the conflicts between the military end civilian leaders and the
\

conflicts among the-eivilian leaderS,.. 4 group classification
-’—'\‘\ :

was made according.te thelr political eoncept and professional

background so that itweuld be 00nvenient to study the relation-
ship of the People's Party leaders from thé beginning of a
confliet through'the end when politicel power was lost. Gonflicts
‘within‘each group'and between groups were carefully studied with
-the purpose of finding the real cause'nf canflicté. Also, tne
account of the People's Party as a group of people with different-
family, educational background, and social status and as a group
‘lack of shared pslitieal idedlogy Who joined together just to
change the country's administration will ne investigated. It can
be con¢lided that khe significant motive of the conflicts within -
the People's Part; was [the struggle poiiticai pover, The-struggle_
among tnemselves to get rid of each obher has.gone to the extent
that it/ influénced poldtiealievolution all [through the rule of the
People's Party. However, it was renarkable that the political
fluctuation caused by power stnife within the People's Party‘was

yet within democratic rules of the gamé. -

g
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