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ABSTRACT

Tourism inddistny, earning more than 20,000 million
baht a year for fThe country,'now is an imporfant economic
sector. And in owder to effectively keép its development
and promotion in the right and suitable: direction, its-
policy and target are separately formulated in the national
economic and social development planning.

Prachuab  Khirikhan is one of the Western Region's
provinces in which there are abundance of tourism resources.
which are not fullysexploitedg.deduced from present only
few resorts which are well knewn land havega number of local
touristse TOQrism development plamning for Brachuab Khiri-
khan, therefore, ‘is an dindispensable [devicelto efficiently
promote tourism resources utilization, to augment.the pro-
vince's, . and at the mean fime, the region's income. Besides,
it is also conceived td curb national money .outflow by di-
verting local tourists from out—gbund travelling to having

a vacation in domestic tourist attractions instead, as well



as to attract international travellers to make a trip in
Thailand and Yestern Region, one of significant Gargets set
in the Pifth Wational Economic and Social - Development

Plan (1982-1986).

Essence in this "A Study for Tourism Development
Planning of Prachuab Khirikhan Province” can be divided
in to 5 major parts =- study of general physical, economic,
social and pOpuiation ggpects, study of tourism market,
study of tourism resourdﬁs, study of Dbasic infra-structure
for tourism developmént and finally recommendations of

tourism development guidelines.

It is found out, from the study, that Prachuab
Khirikhan Province's geographical character is guite a
'conducivé feature for tourisme. Its eastern side of sea
shore, stretchiﬁé from north teo south for more than 200
Kms., is enriched with numerous natural resorts of beaunti-
ful beaches.However, most tourists still know and are en-
chanted by £olrist ettt ractiens) i whernérthern part of the
province, particularly Hua Hin beach., Por the lower situated
resorts), the| number of “travellers will be less..The big-
gest share of tourism market is local Thai holiday-makers
of which 60 per cent come froﬁ Bangkok and have about 2.5
days average length of stay. Foreigners, which are counted
about 8 per cent of the total, will stay longer for about
7.4 days,

About tourism resourcés; there are %% tourist at-

tractions, according to the field survey, of which most

—_ - . I



are natural features of beaches. And from the evaluation
judged from examining the resorts' readiness for tourists
abgsorption and tourism value endowment; it is found out that
most of tourist attractions with high development potential-
ity are agglomerated in Hua Hin Municipality szea, where
basic infra—struqtures:for'tourism’development &révmos$1y
invested and’deﬁeloped, considered from quality of accommo-
dation, systems of transpoftation, water supply, electrici-~

ty,.telephones, ete,

After various acpects are integratedly examined,
touriém development guideiines of Uhe provinée are Trecommen-—
ded that all tourist atfractions be grdupéd iﬁto % zones of
development which are the upper part of the proviﬁce withr
Htiaz Hin beach and Khao Ta Kiap as the major reéontsh the mid-
dle: part with Prachuab Bay and Khaé Chong Krachok as leading
spots and the lower part with Ram Pung Bay as leading resort,
First pfiority should be given to the upper part with the
‘middIe.paré the second and’thellower part the last. About
tourism market, Jdocal,Thai travellers stilkl are: recommended
és;the main target and foreigners the minor ome. And to up-
grade or‘aeVelop ény tourist attractions, ithhas to give
prime consideration to environmental harmony and conserva-

tion of natural character of the resorts all along.
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