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Thesis Title Instructien in the Use of Libraries in Univer-

gities in Thailand

Nane Miss Supatra Chaisiri

Department of Library Science

Academic Year 1976

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is t0 study the situ.ation of
instruction in the use’of libraries in all xniversities in
Thailand, with an emphasis on required or elective courses for
undergraduates offered dn/nine universities. They are Chula-
longkorn, Thammasat, Kaseteart, Silpakorn, Chiangmai, Khon Kaen,
Songkhlanakharin, Ramkhamhaeng University and Srinakharinwirot
University Prasarnmitr. The study is expected to yield an in-
sight into the objectivesy/ the time allotted, the course content,
teaching methods of these courses as well as the use éf audio-
visual materials, and evaluation methods. The study also covers
the problems and nceds of instructors and stﬁdents in these

courses.

The research methods used in,this thesis were documentary
'reseaych through books, periodicals ‘dnd other|printed materials
on instructioniin the use of libraries. This is followed by
interviews .and. questionnaires distribution to 31 instructors
and 2,155 students taking these. courses during the first semester
of academic year 1974, 30 questionnaires_(96.77%) nave been
returned from the instructors and 1,817 quesfionnaires (84 .32%)

from thelstudents.

Research results conclude as follows:

Instruction in the use of libraries in Universities in

Thailand is offered at both undergraduate and graduate levels,



The instruction can be either formal or informal. The formal
instruction is Library Orientation and Library Instruction.
Library Orientation is offered as a part of the orientation for
new students and library tours. Library Instruction is inform-
ation on libraries given in some details, There is a2 difference
between the course for undergraduates and graduates. The under-
graduate course is offered as a reguired or elective course in
the curricula and also carries academie credits. The course

for graduate students dis only an integral part in the Research

]

Methods courses and garriés no academic credits by itself.

The study ofthe required or elective courses on the use
of library for undergraduates-in nine universities, revealed
that 24 instructors from a total number of 30 were female, 25
were faculty members and 18 had master degrees in Library
Science. 26 instructors neither studied nor had formal training
in teadhing these courses.- 12 instructors had to teach other
courses and worked in their libraries besides teaching these
courses. 22 instructors enjoyed tegching these courses and were

willing to improye their teaching continucusly.

The majority of the students (61.75%) who studied these
courses were female. - 85,.31% had never studied a course in the
use of libraries before entering the universities. 95.60%
studied these courses as required. courses. | They had the op-

portunity to use libraries to supplement other courses adequately.

The ‘average, of the "instructors and students commented
that the’objectives of the courses the course content and the

amount of time allotted in all curricula were appropriate.

In the teaching of these courses, 29 instructors
planned their lessons one week before the class. Lecturing is
most used in teaching whereas research reports were moderately

used, class assignment was less. Discussion and lectures by



special lecturers was the least prevalent, They all sometimes
used audiovisual materials to supplement the teaching, parti-
cularly chalk-boards and real objects, pictures and library
handbooks less, films, filmstrips and slides least of all. The
evaluat1on fell into two types.  The first was to test only
once at the end of the semester. /The second was to test twice,
in the middle of the semester and &b the end of the semester.

Objective tests were gpfatly used.
i

17 out of 30 instructors had no'problems about the curri-..

cula and 20 1nstructors héd do problems concerning evaluation
but 20 and 22 instructors faced problems in teaching and using
audiovisual materials respectively. The teaching problems were
that students copied the assigned exercises from one another
and a lack of books and other printed materials to consult.

The lack of audiovismal materials was another problem,

In order to improve their teaching, the average of ine
structors very much wanted more Dooks, other printed materizals
concerning instruction in the use of libraries for further
studies, more instructors and budget for making audloV1sua1
materials, moderately, and decreasing the amount of hours worked
in the libraries least. The majority of the students in each
university needed mone audiovisual materials used and the chance
to do practical ‘'work in order to mnderstand and remember the
content better. 1In addition the instructors and the students
gave their opinions and suggestions on how to improve 1earning

and teaching these courses effectively in each university.
The main recommendations were as follows:

1. The 1nstructors should not teach only by lecturing.
Purther research and 1ndependent study should be encouraged.

They should use several methods in teaching to urge the students



to appreciate the value of libraries and provide them with the
opportunity to show their ability by giving them some activitiqs
jnvolving the use of libraries. They should know the movement
of libraries in order to recommend books and other printed -

materials in their fields to their students.

2, Instruction in the use of Aibraries as abridged courses
or as part of other courses should be provided for the students

in faculties which cannot-directly offer such courses.

3, The data,. the ddeas and proposals suggested in this
thesis should serve as gtidelines for instructors in improving

instruction in the use of libraries,.

Al
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