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The purpose ofthis/thesis is to cellect, to classify,
and to study the development and functions of folk dialogue songs
of Central Thailand. The thesgis discusses the uses of sexual
images with-references to various approaches, namely historical,

sociological, and psychoanalytical,

The study is based on field works conducted mainly between
September 1977 and Octeober 1979. The collection includes 26 types

of dialogue songs. Altogether there are 67 pleces.

Tt is found that the early dialogue songs are short and
were of communal origin. People sang while working together at
various stages of rice cultdvationr and harvest with/ the purpose
of amusement and courtship. Later, these songs began to involve
lengthly pleots and more characters,Awhich'paved the way towards

dramatic or stage performances. This has also resulted in a -



segregation between performers and their audience. Thus, the

communal creation lends itself to individualistic refinement.

-~

In the past, dialogue songs performed several significant
functions., Théy entertained, while serving to educate peovle as
to the traditional lifestyle and values. At the same time, they
ket records of various events, c€ried out subtle protests and
resentment with good humour, in order to release social tensions
and psycholegical wepressions. Violations of sexual taboos through
the songs provide emetional outlets and offer new rhythm to the

traditional regularity.

Richness in erotic words and sexual tendencies came at
the zarliest stagé umder the influence of the ancient belief that
sexual union brought about fertility. This belief was strengthened
further by Hindu and Tantra concepts which still remains in the
superstitious \practices of some Thai prople. If analyzed psychoanaly-
tically, dialogzue songu are a form of expressing the aggressiveness
from the repressed sexual-instinct and are the reaction to the

the social, mehotonbus atmosphere.

Howetver, the role of dialogue Bongs ifn|the present Thai
society has decreased considerably as a result of the monetary
economy, especially the advancement'of the western capitalistic
system, which has changed in every way the lifestyle of Yhai people.
The mass media hag fulfilled the role dialogue songs uszd to plajy.
Thus, active song bearers who belong mainly to older generations

find less and less heirs for their cultural treatures.
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