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Thesis Title The Construction of English Vocabulary

Proficiency Tests for Beginners

Name Miss Kasama Atchariyasat

Department of Secondary Education

Academic Year 1975

AESTRACT

Purpose
The purpose of this study was to construct effective
English vocabulary profigciency tests for beginners. The tasts

were based on individualized language materials, the Jaceranda

Individualized Language Arts Program (JILAP); Stage T anc Stage

II, and The Oxford English Course for Thailand; Dook II aad

Book TIT.
Procedures

Three English vocabulary proficiency tests were con-
structed. Rach testiconsigted of two parallél) forms of 15
items each. These tests were pretested with two levels of
students’ « Pnatomn, 6 ' Wat Tat Thong 8¢hool students and Pratomi
Kasetsart ‘Demonstration School students who had stu@icd English
for 2 years and Pratom 7 Wat Tat Thong School students and
Pratom 5 Kasetsart Demonstration School students who had
studied English for 3 years. All tests were administered in

the same way. Item analysce were performed and indices of item



i}

difficulty and item discrimination were derived. Means, stand-
ard deviations, standard errors of means, rcliabilities, and
gtandard errors of measurement were calculated for cach test,
Pearson Product-Moment Correlations were calculated to deter-
mine the equivalence of the parallel forms, Z-ratios were
calculated to determine the differentcs hetween means of the
two forms.

Good items were sgeclected from each pair of pretest on
the basis of item difficulty and discrimination, and combined
into a single formes The resultant pnglish vocabulary tests were
post tested with the population of 1066 in Khon Khaen. Test and
item statistics were €omputced using program ITANAL on an IBM
350/145 comnputer at the pgian Tnstitute of Techhology. Statis=
tics computed included indices of item difficulty, item discri-
mination, means, standard deviatiousy standard érrors of means,

reliabilities and standard errors of measuremcent.
Results

Three effective EBrnglish vocabﬁlary proficicncy tests for
beginners, wero-produced~Each was, compoesad of A5-items., The
major findings from the posti tost were that The level of item
difficulty varied from very casy to rather difficult{ 0.19-0,93%),
The discrimination power was ie a high level ( 0.14-~0.84). The
rellabilities of the tcsts were surprisingly high ( 0.84 -0.%0 ),

Moreover, the test had content validity.
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