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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the criteria used to determine
a compound word and tQ analyse its composition, function and
meaning. The research reveals that, the main criterion to determine
a compound word is that a c¢ompound word must be composed of at
least two morphemes and that it must have two.constituents. Each
constituent may be a free morpheme or a phxase, a compound or
double word, which /is composed of free morphemes. Whatever the
constituents are, they'must co-function as one word. As for the
composition 'of &' cempound word, a ‘compound word may consist of two
to five words which are from seven classes of words These words
are in two forms' of heirarchical relationships : 'head-attributes,
and head-head. Compound words can be divided into two groups
one with a single function and the other with several functions.,
As far as the meaning is concerned, compound words can roughly be

divided inte two groups ; names and actions.



The findings are déscribed in six chapters. Chapter 1
states the purpose of this study. Chapter 2 presents the historical
background of the study and research on compound words. Chapter 3
to 5 analyse the cirteria used te determine compound word, their
compositions, function and meaning,  In the final chapter a
summary of the finding is givenland Several interesting points which
are not studied in the.thefis are suggested for further research.

At the end, an appendix ds included. It presents a list of compound
words grouped according' to ‘their functions and the heirarchical

relationships between thedr compositions.
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