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heademic Year 1979

ABSTRACT

Thg object 6f Jthigs thesis is to make a critical
analysis of thé Nandi, (the invoeatory sfanzas at thé begin-
ning of Sanskrit plays,-ﬁo study its-purpose, significance,
metres and contents from Qanckrit treatises on drama and
poétics, and to ﬁake ap evaluation of.the sctual Nandi
passages of sixteen Sanskrit plays cemposed between the

5 th and the 12 th century.

The thesis isrdivided into four chapters.‘ﬁThe first
is an intrdduction~im which the .objects; Scope and method of
the thesisiare projected. The second chapter gives'the
thed™i 88 dndrules) governing the Nandi. as set.out in the
treatises; In chapter three, Nandis in Sixteen-plays are
analysed indetails with respect to the form, length, choice
of metres, the employment of poetical embellishments, the
selection of initial alphabets and the gods invoked in the

Nendi of each play. Conclusion and suggestion are given in



chapter four.

I+t is found that %he Nandi is a benediction or.
salutation snd glorification of the gods. The Nandi is to
be chanted as a part of the
One of its invarisble aims 18 /to ward off obstacles in the
performance of the play its 4 beauty of the conposi-
tion is gained e eh e metres and the

employment of

prologue to the actual play.
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