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"eosturn the old system of the king!s despotism and
favoritism upside downees It was also a landmark in the establishment
of equalitarian ideals by introducing the principle of serving the

government according to an individual's ability..."
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",.. On his visit to America in 1931, the king in his
press interviews emphasized the patriarchal nature of Siamese gbso-
lutism, Hé stated that he was prepared to grant a constitution to
his people but that it would be given from the top down and not as
the result of popular demand, He announced that on his return he
would introduce a limited franchise through the channel of municipal
councils, whereby widespread political experience might be gained...
To give body to his democratic words, the king for the first time in
Siamese history shook hands with his subjects ~ the Siamese students

then studying in the United States..e
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", eohe actually thought of granting to his subjects a
Constitution upon his own intitiative, Yet I had it from the King's
lips that he was dissuaded from doing so by his uncles and brothers, who
could not bring themselves to belive that there was anything untoward

<
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"...The young official, ... were also highly critical
of the King's policy of relying on high princes to £ill the top posi-
tions in the government. Most of the members of the Supreme Council
and the Cabinet were members of the royal family, and key positions
in thﬁ army were given only to princes... Prachathipok seemed to the
young educated Thai to be completely under the control of his royal

relatlves...
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Kenneth Perry Landon, Slam Iransition. (Chlcago' The Uni-

versity of Chicago Press, 1939), p. 22.

Certain it is that the revolution wés not a mass movement
of the people, The peasants were not demanding revolution. The average
citizen was unaware of the need for a chapge in government. The exis=
tence of the People's Party was known only to people in Bangkok and to
a few politically minded Siamese in the provinces, The idea that the
nation would actually become a democracy, or even a constitutional
monarchy, seemed absurd to the average citizen. The million of people
living in field, jungle or village; or in the small towns, can be left
out of account, The& had no part in the aectual changes that took place,

and at first had little interest,
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146 (June, 1932), p.6

"e believe that even if His Majesty had refused to accept
the condition of the People's Party, the Monarchial system would have
been supported.®
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...Slam was not, then, a democracy, since it did not
have a government which derived its power from 'the consent of +the
governéd'. The king was ecorrect when he said that the government

was 'government - by = a - party! rather than !government — by -

a = people,"
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