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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS
ON
"HISTORICAL STUDY OF DEMOCRACY IN THATILAMNDW
The part played by the monarchs of Thailand in brigging about

the radical change in political concepts of Thailand is greatly
underestimated. Though it is widely admitted that the Peoplets
Party was the initiator of the Coup d!Etat of June 24y 1932 which
marked the end of the absolute monarchy and the beginning of the
modern era, only a few realize that the absolute monarchs had al-
ready given certain rights to their subjects long before the Coup
d'Etat took place. Thus, gradually over a long period of time the

stepping stones towards democracy have been laid.

The main aim of the author in writing the thesis is to extol
the benevolence of the monarchs of Thailand especially that of King
Ramkamhaeng qf Suichothai and the last four kings of the absolute
monarchical regime, King ilongkut, King Chulalongkorn, King Vajiravudh,

and King Prajadhipok.

Theoretically speaking, these kings wers absolute monarchs,
In practice, however, they did not exercise their full absolute
power. By giving certain rights to their subjects these monarchs

should be recognized as the founders of Thai democracy,

5
This thesis is divided into 7 chapters and a conclqion. In
Chapter I, the author discusses the definition of ‘democracy! in

relation to 5 documents: Pericles' Funeral Oration, Agreement of



the People, the Declaration of the American Independence; Declaration
of the nghts of Man and Citizen, and Lincoln's Gettysburg Address.
Then the development of democracy is traced from its foundatlons :Ln
the Gity-States of Greece and the Roman Empire to England, the Unlted

States, France, and Japan.

'f' _.Chapter II deals with the evolution of Thai government from
the $okhotha1 era to the early Ratanakosin period. The most im- '._"f--;_
porta,nt feature of this chapter is the description of the government
in Ra@camhaeng period which stresses the relationship between
patriarchal ruler and subject. The acceptance of Buddhism in
Ramkamhaeng’s relgn was probably a sign, anticipating the acceptance

of dgg;gcracy. The governmental ideal in the A;yudhayan perlod under-

went. _considerable change. For exa.mple, patriarchal kingship wqg
repla;}ed by divine klngshlp. The development of admlnlstratlon,
leglslatlon, jurisprudence and social conditions is traced up to the

early part of Ratanskosin period.

:Chapter III is called the 'Tendencies towards Democracy’'. ‘I'he
authqr ‘discusses the life of King Mongkut and his inclination towa.rds
democracy. This is reflected especially in his decisions to grant
partlal freedom to his peOple and to change the ceremony of talung
the Qh of allegiance so that the king would also pledged his

loya1;¥ to his followers. In this reign, the reform of Buddhism 4

study gnd educational programs began.

-Chapter IV refers to the development of government under K.lng



Chulelo gltorn's reign. /The early part of this chapter deals witﬁ- 
the personallty of King Chulalongkorn. It mentions his tours of -
the ne ghbouring countries and some European countries. The king

ed from tours which led him to introduce certain govern- f

mental and social reforms. Some old institutions and customs wefe
‘. and modernized such as certain aspects of court etmquette
and éﬁé abolition of slavery. During his reign radlcal changes .
'rface in administration, leglslstlon, and in the legal systen.
¢ health system was organlzed and 2 certain tax was lev:Led
to fl ance health service for the population. lelage headmen were
also elected by the villagers and these headmen in ‘turn elected the
"kamnan" thus creating local self-govermment. Before his relgn;i'

educazlon was restricted to those in the inner circle of the court,

but K;ng Chulalongkorn made it possible for ordinary people to :

receive an education.

{%ﬁChapter V is about King Vagjravudh's coneeption of democracy.
Hav1ng been educated at early age in England, a democratic country,
he had absorbed some democratic ideas. His effort lergely concepé
tratedion the development of education. A university was estab-?a"
llshed and a law was put on the statute bool: to enforce compulso?g
educatlon. In spite of all this, however, a revolution had beeni
planggg to overthrow the absolute monarchy. Fortunately, the plan
was giécovered and crushed before it could be carried oute. An -
eXFeEi@ental democratic entity called Dusit Dhani was originated

by King Vajiravudh, Many of his speeches with reference to his ;»

idea are quoted in this chapter.



Chapter VI marks the turning point in Thai history, when the
Coup d'Etat of 1932 put an end to the old regime and ushered in the
democratlc era. At the beginning of Klng Prajadhipok's reign, the
economi¢ condition of the country was deplorable. In order to
correct this situation, superfluaus civil servants were retrenched
and uh@ expenses of the Crown vere reduced. A Supreme Council was
1ntrod?ced ag an advisory bedy to the Crown.. Municipal governmenﬁi
was flrst established at Hua-Hin by King Prajadhipok and merit system
1n1t1ated. But the members of the Feople's Party demanded a d60151ve
hﬂnge ‘in the government and therefore the Coup d'Etat of 1932 broke

out. ;QS a result, the government of Thailand changed from an abspr

lute,ménarchy o a constitutional monarchy.

EEChapter VII discusses the working of democratic governmentfin
Thalland. In the constitution of B.E. 2475 (1932) there was a sepa~
ratnon of power and a recognition of certain rights. There ex1sted
freedom and equality before the law of the people. The admlnlstratlon
of the country has been divided into central, provincial, and local
government. The democratic government emphasized the 1mportance of
educatlon as a way for the people to learn to appreciate the democra-
tic 1deal. By trial and error it has been finally recognized that

military rule is probably best suited for Thal government.
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