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This thesis aims at describing the characteristics of euphemic
words in Thai, analyzing their denotative and connotative meanings and
studying Thai values and world view reflected in these words.

All languages including Thai have a certain kind of words called
taboo words -- words that are forbidden to speak because they are considered
to be sacred, vulgar, obscene or unpleasant. These words, which usually
refer to superstition, disease, death, sex and excretion, are normally
substituted by euphemlsm, for exampl mlncaj/ "end-heart" for /ta:j/

"dead", /detd3kma i/ "pick-flo iaw/ "to urinate". This thesis

] ass with 11 taboo words in Thai:

/hla/ "water monlter regard‘rqu‘ ill omen", /ta:j/ "dead”,

ig®, /hl ¥4 "xgglna', /nom/
defecate", /jiaw/ "to urinate"

“"breast", /maj/ "hair of sez

and /tot/ "to break wind"™.

The study shows four, ways of forming a euphemic word

in Thai : distortion o

SUCh as /size:/ or /masé 204 ®cance using a foreign word, as
: . \ nderstatement, as
/sIach1w1t/ lose-llfe b, _ 3/ ("ddagm and .se of metaphor, as

: gol ”a-/ "water moniter regarded

denotative meanings usuall rgﬁ?ﬁTEb_a' 'jf t and. concrete objects like
animals, nature, happiness and Jeve. A le connotative meanings are

politeness, love, happlness,ﬂggﬁjﬁi e meanings reflect Thai significant
values, such as prosperity, ‘ 3
aspects of Thai world wi
and the world of merii
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