Chapter I

England 1533-1633

Brief Chronology of Events.

The years between 1533, the birth of Elizabeth I, and 1633,

: were perhaps some of the most
eventful as well '&s.th =iye in English history. By 1533
the schism of Lhesnglisl urehwfrom Rome had been irreversibly

NIII secretly married Anne

Boleyn. onsecrated Archbishop of
Canterbury z iry’s marriage to Catherine
of Aragon t ‘ria.ge with Ann Boleyn. On
September 7, L rn to Anne Boleyn.

Independenc f;: -5‘ - hurch was further emphasized
in the few fcllnu1 V series of acts abolishing papal
authority ,:_,;_. __aad onasteries were slowly
pressured t . ‘:j 9. Meanwhile, Henry, now

i
Head of the Enghsh Church and State executed Anne Boleyn on
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single ade Henry also marriad Anne of Clevea. Catherine
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ifmorality.

Henry's relations with foreign countries were no less busy
than his personal life. After his successful suppression of the
nobles and their retainers, and his subtle government Lhrough
Council and Parliament, he showed his country’s independence from
Europe by warring against France. During the years 1543 - 1546,
the newly founded Royal Navy defeated the French navy.
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Edward VI reigned over England from 1547 - 1553. Regents

for this 10 year-old king, were successively his uncle, Edward
Seymour, the Protector Somerset, and John Dudley, Earl of
Warwick and the Duke of Northumberland. The Privy Council, which
originated in the former reign, was in the hands of Dudley.
However  inglorious this period might have been, religious

parties and issues became more clearly defined. The first Book

of Common Fraver was i , and soon followed by an Act

‘\\

of Uniformity whil "'H;

admissible form of redigious .
\ i
The succes .r.‘/ enr; ::-“*7, daughter, Mary, (1553-

ith the Church of Rome

obligatory as the only

1558) resulied 7

again. Her ",_

the enmity manybof jhe bieeks felt ard her. Many prominent

1T of Spain reinforced
Protestant. leaders per was burned at Oxford
in 1556. One yean Clared war with France. The
main cause of all_ s in this reign was rooted in
the harsh =u-~-r-~—---- 1l

In 1556 iz at. a time when England
was 111—gm&med disgraced lackmg unity, leadership, and
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and affel = cmprmise bet.ween t.'he mt.erest.s of different
PSR F RN FAB e i
Henfy VIII with new Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity. In that
same year, she aided the Scottish Protestant rebels to expel the
French from Sotland. The European struggles for supremacy over
the issues »f economy, politiecs, religion, and colonial and
trade expansion further complicated England’s domestic rifts
between polizical and religious factions. The royal blood-tie
between the Znglish and the Scottish monarchs made England a
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place of refuge for Mary Stuart” whose troops were defeated in
1568 by the Scots who revolted against her. Mary's presence in
England caused Elizabeth to balance and control the situation
much more cautiously as well as tightly.

In spite of all those threatening dangers, Elizabeth
efficiently organized her Privy Council and Parliament. As a

result, she was secure enough to be successful in debasing the

currency and restoring Eng inances in 1560; in adopting the
Thirty-nine Articles i he Statute of Apprentices
he rising of the Northern

earls in 1569 ;. sildUiis \Lha conepTraey of the Duke of Norfolk

A comples] . gonfiSe iohs \ made Mary Stuart a threat
to her cousin, .

Mary, Queen of S g 1152 B7Y was the daughter of James V
of Scotland and rom France. She became queen

@#s V, but. was educated

o

of Scotlands2d

I}'
=r,,+ Francis II, and hence

in France
simultaneously %pean of France (1559-15571

o BHHY PRI RS 1. v v

Tudor (ﬂaﬂ—lﬁdll a B‘;Bt.er of Henr:,' VIII. T]us gave her a
R S PSP e o
Boleyn, be declared illegitimate, or, since that did not
happen, upon the death of Elizabeth without heirs.
Thus Mary was a many-sided threat: to Elizabeth’s position
as sovereign of England, as queen of two nations often at

enmity with England, and, in addition, as a devout Catholic.

' See chapter II part 2.
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against her, and in having him executed in 1572.  However,
though the Queen tried to compromise with Pope Pius V, she was
excommunicated in 1570.

During the period of 1576 to 1580, English seamen enlarged
England’s  international image: Martin Frobisher made three
voyages seeking the North-West Passage to America and Sir

Francis Drake made his voyage around the world. On the domestic

scene, there were to topple the Queen. Moreover,
the Pope, and the® 2 t. pressing England through

1 admonishing the government

and the yelling kept expanding the
English : i f'= \\ lions kept the Queen alert
all the time ‘ anthe “ hingban’s conspiracy to murder
the Queen iy S \\\* is forced the Queen to
execute Mary St : a1l \ ‘year.

As the domeglig~situat as more and more under control,
Spanish threats - y with sporadic attacks on
merchant s . small port: But sy 1588, the English navy,
aided by a Terte “;;, famous Spanish Armada.
puring this ma Ermlami also expart.ed 50 colonists to Virginia

A1 UL A LRI o

Théll well-balanced exermse af power suhdued all internal

wq a'r.& WWW I& 1t in 1598
?‘ch was hand.rlred by the Earl of EssexEIl::]t mil!;:owhen Essex
himself staged a rebellion, he was executed. The long reign of
Elizabeth I was truly one of evolving institutions. Many
political, religious, socioceconomic and literary changes took
place. These movements put a lot of stress and strain on England

and its people.
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Eliza.b;et.h’s death on March 24, 1603, left her close aide,
Robert. Cecil, busy negotiating with the Scottish Court for the
succession of James VI of Scotland, who became James I of England.
ﬁssu{-ed of his success in ruling the northern kingdom,
James rode south, too proud to understand the English mind. He
believed that he became a king by divine right. This arrogance

caused the dissatisfaction of the able Privy Councilors, and of

and incompetent James I proved
to be, the fol not be overlooked. In 1604
England made peages"yil 16807 the first successful
sett lement Authorized, King James
Version of 11. The warships of the
o earlier reign in 1600,
\ 514. In 1620, The Pilgrim
Fathers settledfiatf Plyiiguth, Massash etts. 1621 saw Parliament

in bitter confréntation. ' amés 1 over foreign policy and

Chorles I, went to Madrid

with the wwe a Spanish marriage but

WAS unsuccess u‘]. They ret.urned in u er, enraged and resolved
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supph for war agamt. Spain. In Hureh 1625, James I died.

TRARIATRINNAT AU B

n row principles, he detested compromise. One year after his

coronat.ion, he dissolved Parliament. In 1629, Parliament was

again dissolved and not summoned again until 1640.



Political Background.

This period of 100 years marked the transfer of power over
the English state from the Crown to Parliament.

Henry VIII succeeded in coercing Parliament. into passing
the Act of Appeals in 1533, the Act of Supremacy and the Act of

Succession in 1534. These three major Acts emphatically

declared England to ign state, free of all foreign
of the Church as well as
of the State. nee -._i_,«-.. influential body of
the Clergy whieH haflAdut Englan : the control of Rome was
sgration of anyone to any
position vas déhefbuf Hhglishumutbority fone. This independence
the Church of Rome and
also isolated Eg states which held firm
had to work hard to gain
acceptance frﬂm the &5/  the people and from other
states. In.th: | -—Er. ard VI and Mary were
the actual . 2 and was undergoing the
fluctuation o i‘axt.hs between Prot.est.ani and Catholicism.

98] B8 PN B P s o ra

and sal@dtion, other c‘gunt.nes found more excuse to punish
RRTREAI AR ITABYE e e o

among the English courtiers. To handle the situation
effectively, better organization of the royal management, was
achieved when a formal Privy Council was established and the
personal Household administration was made less dependent on the
King and more bureaucratic in style. Parliament was also purged
in such a way that Henry’s ideas would be authorized. This

offensive approach was also applied in Henry’s foreign policy.
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However, financial limitations restricted Henry more than he
intended. English influence in Scotland and Ireland did not
survive for long and the hollow triumph over a small section of
France actually cost England too much. By the time he died,
England was openly at war with Scotland, which was militarily
supported by France.

The political situation of the two following reigns, though

different in approach, broughtdabout. the growth of Protestantism
and capitalism. gSleh growth fi aused stronger hostility to

Spain. During Lhese™—vearg, Lhe wiinglish became more friendly
towards France \\\
O\ ~8t atle\af Pai rSgh Ed
Too you 1 \ \ _ ward was overshadowed
by his uncl : lﬂ; who was an idealist in

Under the Duke's hand,
nd, but England could not
ally, troubles were mainly
concerned with )rt; , ant.ism found wider expression
and at:cept. e, € ———— Qs Prayer was such a
masterpiece l e .rﬂ.. many Catholic bishops
'I;here was sermus trouble with the uprising of

i SRR Y B . i o

k John mdle:g, took this opportunl to eliminate

5@"‘&‘1 Gaudkiiieing W’iﬁfﬁ"ﬂ i g

extreme Protestantism which put down deep roots which

accepted it.

Queen Mary found impossible to uproot. The ambitious Dudley was
successful in retaining all powers until the death of Edward.
But in spite of many plots, he failed to eliminate the Princess
Mary.
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Mary's intention of bringing her subjects back to Rome was

so strong that she dissolved Parliament.. This made it impossible
for the people to oppose her marriage to Philip of Spain, except
by rebellion. The unrest which took place immediately after her
coronat.ion created patriotism in the minds of the English people.
Thus the Queen began her reign by having the majority of the

people as her enemies. People appeared to be Catholic out of

Mary co \ / 3, P - age of her reign when she .
. ipain when war broke out
between Spain > o1 gyunsuccessful war brought
disaster to thg wwell as utter humiliation
to the English res *\-h all, she was forced by her

Council to ac].-:now_ : ar SUCCessor.

Pﬂlitit.::al ly, = é%‘;‘g&;f gan her reign at the most
difficult. .;:_,..;..=_.._._‘_,..__.__,k=.._..:i he Exchequer had no
. s L)

resources, -‘ B O rr was depressed and the

nation was d.eeply divided by rehgmn Through the genius of the

= A ST Y Y14 s e

andikafe-guarded 1}aelf agamst. forelgn invasion. Fully
FRIRIATAINAANYGE B eoiom
policy of moderation and compromise. She re-organized her
Privy Councillors and tried to settle religious questions by not
committing herself to any creed.

Throughout her reign, she used all diplomatic approaches to
prevent. any clash domestically as well as internationally. Her
subt.le arrangements in the French - Scottish crisis, her duel
with Mary Queen of Scots, and the way she later house-arrested
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Mary were clear signs of her wisdom of compromise as well as of
shrewdness. The way she handled attempts of religious groups to
destroy her was another remarkable feature of the wily Queen,
though she executed 250 persons for their Catholic faith. She
worked for the establishment of the Church of England while
wrestling with the Puritan threat from within the English Church

itself.

FEconomic recovery and M es of discovery promoted the
-_'* Though sporadic rebellions
e lay, ““helped the Queen and her
administratioff” tefhe defit \and De in touch with the reality of
the people. . . vested substantial sums
in efforts to® esls 5 S0 jas abroas Meanwhile, the Queen
tried to main 1 Spain, the Netherlands,
and France. aver ﬁ' gain Spain was inevitable and
the English navy’ prifVed Supsrierito the then most famous Spanish
Armada. '
’ ' # | influential factions
under firm Bnt . Lo %ck the other. She kept
no court favomrites, but she,supported each one of her suitors

as the (halabfe] o VAEIHE BHEER) Tlougn the privy comer

especially Cecil played a central role in the government. Her
Abalf] WARbTbrd Dbt ie brded |aid GG, protecting
prgpert.y, and defending the realm was lmown throughout the
kingdom, and her centralized style of governing was well
accepted. Parliaments were convened only thirteen times in her
forty-four years reign.

Under the Stuarts, James I and Charles I, the House of Lords
and the House of Commons represented the wealthy people of the

country. As for the House of Lords, though still regarded as more
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important than the House of Commons, it commanded less respect
since titles into this House could be bought. The House of Commons
was also for the propertied classes. In order to be elected,
ruling classes competed among themselves. Christopher Hill says:

Disputed elections were usually not concerned with
political issues, but with rivalries for power between

local families, though these rivalries might acquire a

political .1:1<1_ e family attached itself to a
N

court £ ﬂ;:;”z ‘,;nuf rival therefore adopted an

represant the people of

.///.

England at of affluent. gentry and

merchants.
The Kings c Right. while the governing
classes thought Bt the mejority of the population had

;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘
no share in such @_ p aithority could dictate where

the king’s or his w__urﬂﬂ 2% 4 '] and privileges began or ended,

there were . constant abuse: : :—.__:""j I such a SHﬁt-Elﬂ, the
e Y

population which r- inf luence could never

J

mlnn but.

unly be ruled At the same time, the

e AR WEAR G o o oo

for the ddmmon good, but é‘nr their increasmg wealt.h and interest,.

i LA, PP B ER LY fers o o

HouSes and ruling positions grew richer.

voice their

There were factors for a series of clashes between the two

unwise and incompetent kings and their aggressive subjects.

“ Hill, Christopher, The Century of Revolution 1603-1714

(London: Norton, 1966) 44.



11

Some of those factors were economic stress; the rise of the

gentry in numbers, wealth, education, experience, and power; the

growth of influence of the Parliament and the Puritans; and the
increasing numbers of learned lawyers.

Neither king had able Privy Councillors. They squeezed

money from their subjects in order to compensate for their

lavish spending and to for the wars with Germany, France,

and Spain. Cases o ."‘ ents of monopoly were grave
the kings, the Houses and
learned individuad / eliance on court favourites
further created” i igs’ rulings and worsened
solved Parliament. thrice
in his reigy el I ! aga 514 and finally in 1621.
first. in 1626 and later in
1629, after whi arliament for 11 years.
However was, as Claton Roberts sums
up the political _de: ‘;L sthat time, "there was no clear

idea of thi gae—a eonfusion of the Common

ks 5

law, mura.l -—Tﬂu England.” By the end

of this perloc} "there were only two certain truths: Parliament.

o (048443 ) ) 1 o e nres

declare Bhat the law was,, and the kmg was ben the law."

ammn‘im um'mma d

Sodiceconomic mic Background.

Tudor England was a span of time when the lives and

® Claton Roberts and David Roberts, A History of England:

Prehistory to 1714 (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc.,1980) 340.
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thoughts of all Englishmen began to be loosened from the close
control of the Roman Catholic Church. The earlier local
governing by domestic laws of estates and corporations of clergy,
nobles, wvilleins, and burghers in convents, castles, manors and
walled cities was absorbed into the centralized power of the
national State. As the national State became more powerful,
despotism of the State itself gave room for the era of private
enterprise and exps N % in the individual mind and
conscience which “was ﬂ / to and merged with the

nd. the Parliament.

L1 t,..

The growt @l #fe’toni “* sapital city:
the gfiSe //-\\\\\‘!\\\\‘ ve-minded middle class;

national will embodl

\\\‘ ure and other trading
"\

the

—

activ : of the Common Law, the
p national Parliament; the

ed’ by the democratic triumphs

royal
national® pride
er the mounted aristocrat; the
———_fr by the educated

O] X e printing-press to
undehlme the churchman s monopoly of learning; the

ﬂ ﬂmm ﬂﬂﬁ T p0€) I} of a scholarly

9 examination nf‘ the Scrlpt.ur&ﬂ. the d.iscﬂvery of the
AR6 ﬂﬁfﬁ"ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁ B Y o resting

intellectual outlook and commercial habits of the

people - all these changes, spiritual and material,
G.M. Trevelyan says, "combined to create a new fabric of society

in En.,-;fla.w:l.""L

* G.M. Trevelyan, A Shortened History of England (Middlesex:

Penguin Books, 1965) 202.



13

Power was increasingly concentrated in the King’s hand.
English monarchy slowly allied its power with the developing
parliament. In this process of development the old roles of
universities, nobles, lawyers, bishops, secular clergy, and town
corporations were gradually reformed. Some institutions, like
the cosmopoliton orders of monks and friars were destroyed by

the State. Clerical rights of sanctuary and benefit were reduced

or abolished. The er the Pope, exercised powers

‘.dl!EHPEH form of National Church

State Through the exercise of

%i:Hifs!HN\ ate attained unlimited

over the ecclesi

was attached_dﬁh-ji!"

power by G

authority eries of revolutions in
ecclesiastica
National : ) '7“_ : relle national economy by

regulating tradé, Provision for the poor

became the duty of The Crown appointed members

of the unpaid Justices’ of i * who enforced certain laws

and functigied as the link between the edn tral authority and the

—
A o
local adminis

0

The most sens1t1ve issue which caused so much violence and

unrest ﬂwﬂ E’af}iﬁ Wﬁc‘q ﬂ’]rﬂ.ﬁa'm intertwined so

clﬂsely that a strumg sense uf natlnuallsm arose in the

QW’]‘“&G‘Q 3 S ] 1) S i tom e

¢ fus1ngly identified. The Pope, the Heads of States and

Parliaments were directly involved in the struggles of

A magistrate with Jurisdiction over a small district,
authorized to decide minor cases, commit persons to trial in a

higher court etc.
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commercial and naval superiority. Religious toleration did not
exist, and persecution, burnings, and suppression were
implemented according to the policy of each reign. Foreign
invasions were often carried out under the pretext of serving God.

while social and economic changes in England inspired free
individuals of all classes to venture into explorations of new

fields of knowledge and new lands with imagination, the cloth

trade made weaving co i ing up everywhere. The whole cycle
employed domestic & ' , workers , transporters,
and traders in T thewsea. Trade and the discovery

of the oce edsed Lhe wealbh and political power of

The cen ifde a8l g 2 dors and early Stuarts
had to give ' abion of power with a more
democratic syslé , 3 ament ar government. and local
administration. B il-ifﬂf ‘ gained freedom of speech and
action. The merr.:‘# d/ & Qmmon law:,rers led the House of
Commons gr . f0ally to develop an elaborgte system of commit.tee
procedure ar ;il 0. ‘-‘g , and, in a series of

quarrels, to gc:yem the nodern nation. ese confrontations had

relmuﬂ ﬂ m:w;g wﬁewnﬂ ﬁ‘ﬂ@m{m as the chief

result. slow pca.m‘ of wurking out this mplex domest.ic
@wmwmw PR ppnes e

Eurc:-pean influences and dangers in the earlier reigns.

Though Scotland and England were unified in the person of
James I, English society deeply resented the House of Stuart for
many reasons. The Stuart mismanagement disgraced England with
economic distress, diplomatic failure, poor show of forces, and
fluctuating religious policy. Moreover people suffered the

results of the quarrels of the Parliaments and Churches, the
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wavering policy Dbetween concession and severity, and the
inconsistent laws.

Fiercer conflicts occurred in the reign of Charles I.
People were alienated from the crown by the long absence of
parliament.. Through the genius and perseverance of a few leaders,
Parliament slowly fought power groups and diminished the royal

power. Around 1633, confusing issues like Puritanism,

Catholicism, the C land, the Parliamentary system,

and roles of Jjusti

Economically ing 62fs and 1630s were a period of
chronic caused 508 cases of
bankrupey . gturers failed. The wool
and cloth doomed. People were

unemployed whi was high. Only the coal

industry advanced. badly exploited with hard

work and poor pay, sr and the poor grew poorer.

Poor children ’C}g;’ ork. "The purchasing power of

building oraftsmen an gricultural workers reached the lowest
)

point. in -'"“ pj since 1390."° The
')

government. was gna.hle to solva the problems.

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i

mlt..ura Literary Baﬁlrgruund

ARIANN I URIAINYI1A Y

The Renaissance, which had its original and varied

expression in Italy, was a movement that spread throughout
Europe. In the North, especially in the rich cities of the

Netherlands wealthy patrons provided a home for humanism and
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the arts. Perhaps the most outstanding figure of this Northern
Renaissance was  Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1534), humanist,
scholar and theologian. Erasmus visited England in 1499, when he
became friendly with England’s two great humanists, John Colet
(1467-1519) and Sir Thomas More (1478-1535), whose writings
express so well the English.literary and artistic Renaissance

vhich Flowered in Elizabethan times.

cy development in the mood of

the ages from feudalism to
capitalism ry VIII's debasement of
the coinage cadf irp—shi L8 \ OB “fortunes in wealth and
property ifts resulted in steep
inflation. This 1“ _ﬂ"f e 'standard and the cost of living

were rising quit paid more attention to their

houses and dress. onable they ate new fuéds like

i':;;;:.:;:.;.:;;::.;.:.‘_".'.:.::.".:;;.u“ veaus riches’ quick
= 3
45.‘
'j]
built mans1nns or the entertainment. of

SR S YA g o

dedicatedl to the Vllgﬁ? Mary." Grandeur of mannrs. castles,

PRI VR IFFO L R ) G Jerariine o

clafsical and Italian styles onto the English Gothic tradition -

potatoes, a

fortunes brd “ |

houses. "Gent emen now

great age of country

expressing the Renaissance in a very English way. As in the

® pavid Mountfield, History of England (Middlesex: The

Hamlyn Publishing Group Limited, 1978) &@.
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Netherlands and in Italy, there were wealthy persons who could
indulge in or patronize the new arts.

Not. only did the Elizabethans enjoy national strength and
pride, a variety of religious beliefs, and an abundance of
wealth, they also gained the new concept of Renaissance about
man. Like his continental contemporaries, the Renaissance

Englishman was overwhelmed by the wonder of himself, by the

0 “ ” by the concept that his life
' creat.iva faculties.

: nned a universal man who

beauty of the wcnrld‘ =
in this world was Bo.di

The spirit of Lde -
developed hige®™ peferlia -:: woaareas. The Renaissance
Englishman buétg I V 3‘ gEs  ant ad deep yearnings for

intellectual Foreign scholars were

\\ \ ngland. The role of the

ssened.  Private citizens

imported and
Church in sociell
refounded the gifmpar = e religious devotions were

suppressed and the ",. ; of society was hastened. The

et

importance ad scientif] — eriment. was- ‘hasized. People knew

i 1‘
for certain —4he Wniversity or from an Inn of

J

Court. would pu a man in pnwer. Thus, sons of the higher classes

= BN WA T o o

replacedd by rhﬂt.nric &.t.t.endance at, lect..ures was replaced by
‘ﬁ“‘ﬁ']‘ﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ?ﬂ“ﬁ»lm‘}ﬂ e
the universities helped transform the military aristocracy

into one based on political ability.
Poetry and music were closely associated in Elizabethan
England. At this time, dualism between the spiritual and
material worlds was much felt. The result of such dualism can be

seen in that, during the last few decades of Elizabeth’s reign,
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a popular domestic pastime was the masque in which themes were
changed from religious purpose to a popular form.

In terms of literature, amidst. tight control of the
printing of religious works, English printers, between 1525 and
1547, published not only Bibles but 809 other editions of
religious works. In 1537, the Bishop of Hereford admitted that

the ¢&lergy knew the scriptures less well than many lay people.

However, the grea.t. diterature was in the time of the
Elizabethan RenaiSsan speare and his contemporary
writers helped grm&in,g English as a
literary languag®. o/ owering.of English prose found its
finest ornamg ! . e King James Authorized
Version oftha B _ L was | p lshed in 1611, only eight
years after thefq |

The death

stability which

8 vacuum of authority. The
secure was replaced by the
political cunfhct. as well as by the inner

conflict of-Hlhe English peopl fhis eonflict sharply contrasted

Vh Y
the realiza —-Hu f[' ial and his unlimited
i

desires and ;.. 1t10n3 on the me side and the existing uncertain

G IR FINE Py e i

James I%nd Charles I were a time Gf tensions; t.ensmns bet.ween
QN0 QT DS YIN BN e .

beween the scholars and the court, between the suppressing force
of the Crown and the near-explosion of the decade-long
suppressed expression of the individuals. From this whole
atmosphere, there originated a form of metaphysical poetry which
characterized itself by:
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its paradox, its sharp antitheses, its clutch at
connections between objects apparently the most
incongruous, its agonising soul-questionings and
search for salvation, its sense of the contrast
between subjective and objective, desire and
possibility.’

Under these circumstances, it 1is not surprising that the

literary figures who . 1 / ing the latter years of the reign

of Queen Elizabel thelLarly vears of the Stuarts found

:
themselves in an eally stable. They could
never be surge™l dir | ide 5 wouldobe the cause of their own .

elimination, ertain if their expression

d. Actually, they

would be cal@goy W as._goo W\ any shanda

could hold of tiingYexcept their personal conviction and

their .hey held. Such was part of

the setting Georg

interpre

7
]

AULINENINEINg
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7 Hill 97.
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