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ABSTRACT

The hiStopy of Budd{zism has been told for over 2,500 yearsg
that monks héve & very s:pec';'.q.l role in society in terms of being
spiritual leaders, giving gt;idance to the people's daily lives and pre=
viding sociald Swv:.c(,u fortha people. These follow the footsteps

fa! #

of Lord Buddhas practlces and Jl,dn.scn.ph.nes , which require monks to
have a close relation with the- c@mmumtles and to promote
activities which wilki bring abouir-peace and prosperity to mankind,
Therefore mea:ﬂ—tha%—fem—tme—af—lmfemorlal monks have been
playing an m_xportant role in society in the spiritual development

and the quality.of life of the people.

THe lobjdetivas—of this thesis are ta examine the cause and
effect of the Buddhist monks pertdeipation in the “Thoi rur-l
oomnd by development from 1957 =977, by focussing thc outcomes
of such programmes ahd their impacts on the communities, the

government end the monks,

As the ways of life and social values of Thei people have
changed with the acceptance of progressive Western technology. New

material development and institutions have been adopted resulting in



diminishing the important roles of temples and monks as the
centre of Thai communities, Particularly the monks roles in
education has becn diminished. Monks are compelled to improve their
status in society., The higher educational institutions for monks
were established in order that monks can study modern technology
hand in hand with the study gf Buddhism, 4t the same time many
activities with 2 view to usq{uﬁ:pate Buddhism and resuming the
former roles of Monks-in sogiety ha‘Ve been introduced., This movement
occurred at a™¥¥mc Mhon ,the government was compelled to seek the

cooperction fry/ﬂéks in ngtione.l development for prosperity and

security of thefcofintuys As‘fa reéult, monks were involved in

carrying out'th

¢lds‘some fdets concerning the status of monks
# '

o

' 1@8‘__‘;2&‘@ 153"‘;;-L}nportant in urban aeras, But
i .

The stu

in society, These

-

in the rurzl conmumtn.e*‘ they—-zzemaln unchanged. In the rural

et e ;_ 1_f e o

areas monks ga:n.n reopect from the people.Jr Their activities may

be divided ‘i—ﬁto 2 categoriess firstly, me‘h!%s carrying out their
activities frecly corresponding with thé“needs and conditions of
each Jotailitys sgcoud kyy monks formulating the community develop-
ment pregramnes with financial support and cooperation from the

government;

Since monks involve in maintaining temples, educating
people, comuunity development as well as other welfare activities,
they tend to succeed in improving the daily lives of the rural people.
Sometimes monks have been drawn in organizing worldly activities

for community development and thus do nob receive the people support




and cooperation, The monks, sent by the central administretive
organization, are not well gcquainted with the rural people and
their presence is of a temporally nature, Thus the positive result
of the community development shared by monks from the central

sdministrative organization is doubtful.
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