Chapter 3

Time Structure and Time-Marking in the Thai Language

and Thegr gw/—l./qun:e

3.1. Introduction 7 —
“Si Phaendin” is ; b piec

broadly defined as referri

€ prose literature. A narrative is

A

Ltiol (3 UELICH & QUASTHOFF, 1985:

al actions or events that take
place in the past relative to
169). Forster defines a story N ';arranged in their time-seguence -

dinner coming after breakfast, by [..]". (FORSTER, 1976: 42.) It makes

the readers want to know what Hiagpetis. hext d.) Chronology is the "natural® time
structure of such a cor V iaifative e ”_:‘ gical narration places events

and actions according to ffie “na 7 securmence. What happens first will be
narrated first. “Si Phaendin’y a) woman's Iife-a?ry, strictly follows this fundamental order,
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tirne—marldngqin Thai. | will then look at the non-morphological means to mark time and
continue with a paragraph on possible inaccuracies as a result of non-morphological
marking of events within the past. Finally, | will examine the representation of historical

events in “Si Phaendin”.



3.2. The Absence of Morpholoqical Indications of Time in Thai

One of the distinctive charactenstics of Indo-European languages is the
morphological structure of their vocabulary. Words have “built-in" devices to indicate tense (/
call / | called), person (I do / he does), number (house / houses), gender ( as in German:
das Hemd [the shirt. peuter] die Hose he trousers: feminine], der Mantel [the coat:

ominative] / einen Tisch [a table:
&n morphological structure. If tense,

s to be done by non-morphological

masculine] or case (as in German:
Accusative]. Monosyllabic la

person, number, gender or . » .
means, i.e. by extra word / een morphological and non-
morphological marking al g of time. The speaker of English
can indicate two time ey , either present or past, as for
' \,.. &'. No additional identification
of time is necessary. In Th S té yarked nen-morphologically, for instance by
_ : - ' e predicate remains unchanged.
The difference between.w 7-""} f' @l and  non-morphological time-marking
Te 3 oz aidsolute time and the indication of
o

relative time. Non-morpHalogi ¢ in temporal relation to other

I
events. They can be clasSified accordingly as marlﬂng
[}

=
g 171201 )11 1 L
reference. (GREENBAUM & QUIRK, 1993 439) The adverb yesterda}r, for instance, is an

indication W ﬁ Qﬂﬁlmrﬂwwmﬂe day before today.

Absolute tirfle, however, is set independently. It is rough morphological
devices. The past tense as in “The president spoke.” does not stand in relation to any other

ents previous to a given time

temporal point of reference. Thus, the past tense becomes & point of reference in itself.
Events can be marked as happening before, after or simultaneously in relation to this point
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of reference. Morphological time-marking allows the speaker of English to mark two points of
time reference, one in the present time and one in the past In the absence of
morphological time-marking, the speaker of Thai can only establish one point of time
reference. It has to be assumed as being located in the present time.

The following chart shows the two points of reference provided by morphological
time-marking for the speaker of English. The first point of reference is located in the past,
morphologically marked in the example sentence (The president spoke) by the change of

the principal vowel in the verb to speak (fc spoke). The second point of reference

is located in the present ( oes not need any additional non-

morphological time-markin wit.of reference in the present since it
does not know any vowel & eans to mark another point of

reference.

Chartg" Possible Points gf Tiha Re ",j: ) mxm rphological Time-Marking in English
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Morphological marking of time is unavoidable in English. Using a verb automatically
means selecting one of the "built-in" time levels. Non-morphological time-marking, however,
is optional. The decision on the use of non-morphological time-marking depends on how the
speaker or writer judges the necessity of such indications of time. Indeed, there are many

instances where Thai dispenses with time-marking altogether or gives way to a somewhat

i

vague sense of time.

The following passage from "Si P din" shows how the absence of morphological

time-marking in Thai allows for a

speaker of English is forced b

in matters of time-marking while the
)guage to make a decision on how to
indicate the temporal struct
.J.-. [ N J el =
“ARATUAY qmug waspuninsliRiGoLGe

|4I1 e & J ] [T
waRYNNUuawaey W idiezls .. peusuie

i .nl [ el \ s ¥ ¥
nneths Miuaniingsu £ 3 slent nesldfedunt
-l t' § G ‘. e N d e .ﬂ' ]
T feevanawigaag 4 A i st slirnuduniull Baweusianale

Astasnaunsefibaudazie onBaeiufidefiaauin...
(@nan3, 2523: 740)" | :
(1 was very ' sod. Mae Ploi, please
forgive me for all I f

admit to everything

samem.‘ng ? rt. And when | got to
think about it, gwy;ﬂ ﬂ:mmm ther were still alive, |
NG NR i
as mym gaveintom

sisters stood

1 f‘ar being angry with me. |

' avedme !amapamon , bad karma. When | saw

=
' For all further quotations from “Si Phaendin” (ﬁnn'ni. 2523), page numbers at the end of the
quotation will always refer to this edition of the text
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in awe and diffidence towards me, | just had to have my own way. | just believed
everything anyone who was flattering me made up.)?

When Khun Oon starts to talk about herself (/ am a person with bad karma.) there
is no additional time-marking. It is thus not clear if she had liked evil or if she still likes evil
(HiuAailurey), if she had been selfish o still is selfish (L8UA1AA7). It is clear that she

-l i
has bad karma {mﬁuﬁuunﬁu} since is a permanent condition determined before

by now or not. The context of this

Qon is indeed going to change for

The absence of m@fDh //indicetions ime automatically enhances the
importance of chronology. atherg i€ sSibility te sefanother point of time reference,
chronology is the only strugifirajrdefof = text. Speciiic.o additional marking of chronology

is not always necessary. In Englis OWe ; ‘ Re of morphological time-marking

“We looked at ﬁ ﬁﬂmﬁm'ﬂ W mlm short day that comes

and departs foflever, but in the august light nf abiding memunes And indeed

nuthin@ Wﬂmﬁ'ﬂ msmswcrﬂrﬂww the sea' with

2 All translations of quotations from Thai into English are mine. The English version of “Si Phaendin”
(PRAMOJ, 1981) written by Tulachandra is not a translation but an adaption. Especially towards the
end of the novel, this adaption takes on the character of a summary. Not only paragraphs but even
whole chapters are merged. For this reason alone, it was not possible to use Tulachandra’s version
for this study.




reverence and affection, than to evoke the great spirit of the past upon the lower
reaches of the Thames. The tidal current runs to and fro in its unceasing service,
crowded with memories of men and ships it had borne to the rest of home or to the
battles of the sea." (CONRAD, 1873: 28-29)

In this passage we find several morpholegical markings of time: the past tense as in "We
locked at the venerable stream [...]", the present tense as in “[...] & short day that comes

and departs [...]", the present perfest as il n who has [...] followed the sea" and

the past perfect as in [...] men.g eships it | the rest of home [...]". There is no

non-morphological time-markigges=—""

In the absence of manmphgiesic e-marking, Thai.relies on the order of chronology
and on other non-morpholagicaifndice ors of ime sueh asadverbs and conjuncts to convey
the temporal structure of a ‘

'f;"ﬁ i
AR

# N

‘ o4

Instead of morphological.indications

3.3. Non-Morphological Means of

ime, the Thai language uses non-

morphological means rk time. The foll ,.T,.!.,w,m,,gi.,, IngiF time markers may be

A R 3

(1) conjuncts such'ms Slerion (before), 13D {whem, W8 (when, as soon as) mmﬁ

¥ ‘A : [ |4 ¥ ) E B :
(when), T=AER( mmﬁ‘mmﬂmj AIUFANUIN (since
then), ﬁnmrg: rélo ‘ on)
€. _—
W, MR TARY R el (2
(indicator ufj eity), ) ( : ?ﬂﬁ (tomorrow)

(3) the verb"I¢% (did), usually in its negative form 1311 (did not) and the verbs
"4 (to go) and a1 (to come)
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These words mark events as happening before, after or at the same time as other
events and can be categorized as marking events previous to a given time reference,
simultaneous with a given time reference or subsequent to a given time reference (see

Chart 2 on the following page). Because of the absence of morphological time-marking, this

point of reference is identical with the speaker's or narrator's time of reference. The past is,
in very general terms, everything that has happened previously. The future is what will
happen subsequently and the present tl 1

Since chronology is directed to! i
next?, the marking of eve ;

Is what happens simultaneously.

/nswer to the question what happens
ﬁ__time reference appears to be the

————
natural way of time-marking " wand adverbs to mark subsequent
succession is the conjunct i In

the first chapter of “Si Phagfdip# aif & caunt 325.appearances of 1. A typical marking

1 B L7 A’ .a. f e [ 7]
WgunedL W eyRad dane s 3, daanaiumelidag ] (186)
(Chao Khun Father took tF yjaphone. st e a tnal run of the scale first.

¢

In the case of a rapid "-'»-T-"'f:‘c. ©n simultaneity, additional time-

marking can be left out co !Etely as for mstanc:e in the continuation of the above passage:

AUEANENTNEINT

Li]"lﬂmﬂﬂ Ll m IEHIR mamwmumummmn ﬂﬂaugwuur—annaﬂm

fA3aLa (186)
v ‘w"rmnim NM’]’MEI’]@ d

(Then hex positioned h lifted both xylophonesticks up to his

forehead, put the paims of his hands together [while holding the xylophonesticks]

in a gesture of respect towards his teacher and then began to play.)
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Chart 3: Non-Morphological Means to Mark Relative Time in Thai *
marking of marking of marking of
previous events simultaneous events subsequent events
conjuncts conjuncts conj s
-, i [
LNBNDYU (before) LB (wheh) V&I IN(arten)
£ i ' ‘ ,
AU (since) WA (and then)
£ L&
FILAUUNN (since then) A (so, then]

NN HOTINKHIN (from then on)
X, a'l:Ju (from now on)

/// \\\\

LA (ever), U< (indicator of future)

LIBIMUU (yesterday) [ 3k A WU (tomorrow)

NARINLE (fast wesk)

Wi (already) in final
position

auxiliary
16 (dia)
161U (did atready)

subsidiary verbs

Wios 2 4 Mﬂ‘im URINEIA

I (to come) ¢

*This is, of course, not a complete chart of all conjuncts and adverbs marking time. Adverbial
expressions of time are, as in any language, abundant (last week, /ast year, next month fool)
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The two verbal expressions that are put together without marking are pn LiTzue (lifted
both xylophonesticks) and WHUTZRNDY (literally. to demonstrate remembrance, here in
the sense of to demonstrate respect). A sequence of actions is often described by a string
of verbal expressions put together without any marking of the chronological order. Often, it
is difficult to decide if it is a string of subsequent or simultaneous actions. In the following

example, we find both a sequence of chronological and simultaneous actions:

k= -}‘ e [ Ry [
WaBLRNRRTUAURTIB W] wilaunulFRnneadld e

AATUETIIAS .;_4 (304)
(Ploi took her nephew.i him in her lap. She held him

tight, kissed him as i Of him. She sat him down.)

The seguence of chronol
&

with VU (lifted him up) an

verbs, Naw (hold [him] tight)

\ (took [her] nephew), goes on
[her] Iap). The following string of
at action that is easily perceived
as happening simultaneously. » 7 the split verbal expression 74___
&9 (sat [him] down), another «-,-L-E{ arked Bhronology.

Of course, simu &”‘—*-TT"-"-'H““'“EE_’Z‘:’ ct:a or adverbs as is done by

N

themnjunctﬁﬁ?’ld {duny, while) exs ﬁ:
st R A s

(While f;stenrng% these prayers, ato.- sat qweﬂ andcom

ARIANN 3EK NM’]’JWEH&EI

Non-mio rphological marking of events previous to a given time reference is not only
done by conjuncts and adverbs but also by verbs. The subsidiary verbs "1t (to go) and 1
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(to come) relate to a stretch of time passed either away from or towards the speaker's or

narrator's point of reference.* In the following example, time has passed "away” from Ploi.

& A [ - A oo

wauduly  weapdisAnfishiieseyiiity (228)
(The night had passed and Ploi was still thinking about Neung and could not
forget him.)

The subsidiary 31 (to come) refers of time reaching from some time in
. foliowing example, Ploi has spent a

couple of days at the housg.aire Sy is terethat.she is going to receive bad news:

v g ; Ay DY . ' -
waapanatnhuasadingha 8 ldlllan | /i ashandoady (1430)

(Ploi had not been atdfie 54 at"Bang Lueng Canal for many days, when she

To indicate that an eveft Or-action 4 eef completed from the speaker's or
narrator's point of reference, the adveds ; 87 (@ ) is often put at the end of the clause.
Sometimes, WN2 (alread) "= {;_-{;A_,--:;-;l;;....,i....;..;.;;';.'.;;;5 auxiliary verb "¢ as in the

. os. aa X

following example. The a i‘ 4{: ect of completeness expressed

by WA (already). The se ence would be gnz:mt'msutnn:asulIyr correct without 11 but not without

U (already). ﬂuﬂl’nﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁwg’]ﬂi
T T

(It had alfeady been several months that Neuang had left for Nakorn Sawan)

‘The spatial meaning of the subsidiary verbs 'l (to go) and U7 (to come) will be discussed in  detail
in chapter 6. For details see also Rangkupan (1992).



53

3.4. The Linguistic Marking of Events in the Past

The marking of time with non-morphological means poses no problem as long as
their relation to the point of reference in the present time is clear. This is always the case
with the marking of subseguent, simultaneous and previous action. Subseqguent action
starts at the point of reference in the present time. It is directed towards the future. Previous

action has started in the past and is directed towards the point of reference. Simultaneous

action takes place at the time whered -;,\“ / / sference is located.

In the following chart, simulianeity is fmEied by two overlapping circles. Previous
and subsequent action are of the previous action starts in the
past and points towards thg

point of reference and is dig

vof subseqguent action starts at the

Chart 4: Previous, Simultageo e \gtion in Their Relation
to the Pointdof & :
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Problems may, however, arise if the time of events in the past has to be determined
more precisely than just as being completed from the narrator's point of reference in the
present, in other words, if events of the past are going to be related to a point of reference
in the past and not the narrator's point of reference in the present time. Since Thai does not
provide an independent point of time reference within the past, it may be difficult to exactly
situate events in the past. To find out how accurately events of the past can be related to
each other, | have Imked at the use of the conjunct Luﬂn 84 (before).

The conjunct L!.IEIT'IEI'H ( beginning of a clause that indicates the

event before which something » The following three passages are
o "'. T
examples for the use of LUBTIEW-{DEDre) an: Show.that, indeed, ambiguities conceming

The first example is taken from
sage and the use of the aspect of
\doubt that the conjunct Lilanou
(before) refers to the narratgh's oifit of refé ence, in, the, present time. Thus, there is no
ip | en the two events.

A1) [. 1ua.tﬁaﬁmma-ﬂ 7 ; " mifivenuadi  ududuluise
Wuenpmaties lsingu o g
([...] and before t
they would die without ever setting their feet again O

== FUEINENINGINT
::m:ﬁﬂn:lfiﬂ is given Mﬁﬂmmmﬁﬂuﬁ:ﬂ : I: ?m:ta:::?;

conjunct mnnau (before) is clear and unambiguous.

(13)

4
sl that this was forever and

the entrance stairs of that

ad
A couple of pages later, the clause that starts with the conjunct LHBNBY (before) is
A,
repeated in almost identical form. The only difference between the two lUBNBW (before) -
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clauses is that the subject of the first one is omitted while the subject of the second one,
WRBY (Ploi), is mentioned. Both clauses refer to the same event, the departure of Ploi and
her mother from the house at the Bang Khiong Luang canal. But in the second case, the
event before the departure obviously did not happen immediately before the departure but
some time earlier. Just using the conjunct 1iarau (before) leaves the reader somehow in
the dark as to when all this really happens. The only other indicator of time in this passage,

the adverb ﬂunm (one night), is vague and doesn't help to clarify the temporal situation.

.-4 L] J "4 ,. e - : [ N e sl
2) ananiina TR RouFINauANUAIeTE

wai | rinfsina® Qoo ssuuy Anmguiio
ez g \-‘s, SLUIE 9 quguilay
wpauul  auwfis ATWeU  ulueniuwaayd

i e L " .,5' = i H W Tt F-9
"anilngiidsezaniial Be:fpunianhFeslngaziiia
= - ' = : o oa o =
Pulunga _ abiaguulasldinnfiietusds
Anndiauidnlin UNe |. g (19/20)

(Before Ploi left the Yidiise BIoT T el between her mother and

Khun Oon had beanmnatar thar usual. Among Khin Oon's female entourage
there was a girl named®Yeun who riends. Ploi's mother
told her daug'ﬁ:a ﬂ ng ﬂﬁ% (i) refers to her
premier posman in the house Khun [ = Ploi
s fafhaﬂ mmmm ppen. Finally,

the big evenr that was going to change Ploi's life fundamentally was indeed
happening. One night, mother went upstairs to see Chao Khun Father [:i:))
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It is not clear when exactly before Ploi's departure the two events that are marked by
\fiariow (before) take place, but the co-text of both passages confirms that they do not
take place at the same time. In the first passage, Ploi's mother vows never to come back.
She could only do so after her decision to leave. The second passage, however, gives the
reasons for the explosive domestic situation that causes Ploi's mother to go. Obwviously, that
must have happened before she decided to leave. Both passages use the same marking of

a previous event but refer to different times There is no other time-marking to show when

y/&nnger eriou (before) refers to an

event of seeing the King pre BUELo-th eni.event of watching the royal parade. Thus,

exactly these events take place.

In the third passage, the

d ., —

the conjunct LUBNBYU (befoe*TEieTs 10 & | point Of fe "f ance within the past and not to the

narrator's point of reference \ e three layers of time, first the
a

event marked by LJBNaYU (L&

- ious event of seeing the king and
finally the present time. \

L

i = '; _ » t;
(3) WAANNTIS I\ Tmfanlulwmnumﬂﬂﬁ'lﬂ

3 I‘: i § al e
T T'I'HEIE'IWI“WH LII : FHALYTIa2IUH  AIAUGTIUANAIITN
e

AnduazaNuIUl) nHeINe WalUNRD

@y Hu L I Fuais Wl uRe U aghe

TULTILRZTINNGD Elﬁ‘}"'lld‘:inﬂ‘l-l na -nﬂua.,mummnwmnnﬂu'lﬂ (1201)

(aur the truth m bﬂ: eryone present that
day. When t W fgm(i a strong feeling of

%Tmm [But] when
the K:MEMMﬁm kind of feeling

immediately arose strongly and quickly, a feeling of close and genuine love.)



Since the present event is the first parade of King Rama VIII., a previous event of seeing
the King can refer to either seeing pictures of him® or witnessing the parade of another
King. It is more likely, that the demonstrative particle ﬁu at the end of the DM - clause
{Li'iariauﬂ'lﬁnﬁuluu ﬂ?dﬂ When they had seen the King before) refers to the parade
of another King. The ambiguity of the demonstrative particle 'if's-i IS retained in the use of the
direct article the King. It can also mean both the same King or another King. No matter how

E
one interprets the use of the demonstrative particle Wi - as either refering to the King or to

the event of a royal parade in generai- the canj Lﬁnriim (before) doesn't help at all to
accurately locate the event in the ast and ' hlnt towards the point of reference of
nmwhole passage is related to this
s Kiag Rama VIII. changed in intensity
it the feelings towards King Rama
- mer kings in general (loyalty).®
'slation of this and the immediately

VIl (affectionate love) differ §
English version of “Si Phaegfli |
preceding and following pa jlast very generally explains how special

and unusual the feeling towards

*The fourth part of *Si Phaaﬂd,'n dualing with the Reign of Kjﬂ Rama VI, opens with a scene of

Ploi looking at a picture of the néweki
‘It is interesting to n hﬁ 'ﬁﬁ m%w%aeﬂh event the ﬂﬂ'luﬁﬂﬁdlﬂﬁﬂ Y
Wl A uaiunezs to, the present one or the

previous one (whatever it was). The readerdtan only dedugt from the co-text that it must refer to the

e oot SNILA UL ATLELIR B, o ey

citizens, M.S.] were not in awe of him but simply loved him. They had brought their loyalty to
welcome him home and now they had seen him that loyalty had been strengthened with love - the
kind they felt for their dear young ones very close to them, of the same bloodstream as we say in
Thai. The love was nothing new but their feeling it for their Sovereign was new and this gave another
dimension to what is called kwam chongrak pakdi (love and loyalty) from a citizen towards a King.
(PRAMO.J, 1981: 333)



3.5. The Representation of Historical Dates and Events

Conjuncts, adverbs and auxiliaries are not the only means of non-morphological time
marking. Especially in historical or realistic novels such as “Si Phaendin®, historical dates
and historical events can be used to establish an accurate system of temporal references.
In order to assess non-morphological time-marking, it is, therefore, necessary to look at the
employment of historical dates and references towards historical events in a given narrative.
"# endin® are historical: Bangkok from the
2 %mh Reign. It is not unusual to find

references towards historical dales« Such 2 novel. In the foreword to the novel,

second half of the Fifth

the author states that he haseMzaé . - fort 1o KeBpas ictly to the historical truth.® But

\\

tingyto see how accurately historical

of past events on account of

ﬂd._l o "J

%QKI: ,
N2tels
JIJ‘AJ -

There are seven historical ._ ifigibexact number of years in the whole text,
| ithin  #hifd of the novel.® The first date

given at the beginning, oy W
indirectly indicates the tim ,f—_— :

ahg Khiong Luang canal before

her departure. The second ate gives the time when she-feaves the house. The third and

——— ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ e Gnprevien
ARAINTAUNRINYAE

"I..] nnn‘mmnm unaﬂwﬂﬂ' S ouldihan s unms@ouBeefliTuressionsms uszléd
werrwseuEMINeRIiLeNNeR [ @nnE, 2523 8)
*One historical date, the Japanese invasion, is mentioned without the year but with the correct day.
ﬂ'.n:mﬂunnnhﬁmﬂfummlﬂmuﬁ ¢ fwnauiu  guvaellasmad @ anons,
2523 1313)
(The feeling of shock that had gripped [everyone] on that 8th December quickly passed.)
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change to the constitutional monarchy and the last historical date is that of Ploi's death,

coincidentally the day of the death of King Rama VIII.

The first mentioning of time is vague. It comes as part of a description of Ploi's

childhood home and gives a range of time: between 2425 and 2435 B.E. (1882 and 1892)

which is specified as being a timespan within the Reign of King Chulalongkorn.

(1) thuwsssegluasesunman  Gonlddiuduthulng vz e Widu

ANYUFL] uﬁw%’us:u:rmﬁz
N 131

L S TaT D A LA ING: WY X
- gd.

(Speaking about it, the BUlding-was to. siered modemn at the time between the
years 2425 and 2435.8" 662 4 1892 Wik, fell into the Reign of King

Chulalongkom the Gra

One page later, aftg ‘
completed, the next precise re

&l
2) 18 NE. ecad

£, = p el
wwhlasduion Ows I TaLTN

(In the year 2435 :' 11892, '1'\7‘ asked her who

|

her father was, she ‘

U INENTNYINS

-5 L s
cwd N NA woead DULTU

17y tleslumunaesluane

buld say: "His name is Ph w Phiphith and my mather’s

house at Khlong Bang Luang is

The reader car , ot tha m m is Ploi's age at the
time she Iemaﬁmm ﬁm thus set in the year
1892. From this it can be concluded that the historical time frame mentioned on page 14
(2425 and 2435 B.E. [1882 - 1892]) not just vaguely refers to a timespan within the Fifth

Reign but marks the time Ploi lived at her home at the Bang Luang Canal - from her birth
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until she left for the palace at the age of ten. But this is not stated directly. All the text ever
says is that Ploi's home was fashionable between 1882 and 1892 and that in 1892, at the
age of ten, she was asked questions about the identity of her parents.

While the historical dates given so far are important to establish the historical time
frame of the novel, the next three historical dates are of a more accidental nature. The first

two refer to King Chulalongkorn's first trip to Europe and the third one to the introduction of

the bicycle in Thailand. '/
A /éwmuu fdirnafenuluish

(245)
Since then, there had been

(3) Miflesnluaou
Wz BEVIIRAR o
(Pi Neuang had left
rumors in the palace

(4) [..] =LEARY UTop i (PN TITE AR RURINTIUG
U 1.4 005 LiAH pal I\ \\ (246)
(As for the trip to Eumpé, vas or 2 few days before the Songkran
festival of the year 116 rﬁ’ aKasinEre [1898].)

L.

:;: aundsluidldlum'ls

m*m*anfmﬁ vIenGuniniuroetiuiTe ludAse

(5) wWaaud e
ﬁﬁauﬁﬂﬂﬁuﬁmﬁugu

ﬂm*'"“““‘“mumww%’ gy

(Pb:memw year was the year 118 o the Rattanakosin Era [1900] and
o/

| ’ﬂ’f’f’?ﬁﬂ;ﬂ AR o e

out: bmyq:!e nding, or “bicycle” a was called [in Thai pronunciation of the

English word] at that time.)
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The historical date of King Chulalongkom's first trip to Europe does not add any vital
information to the correct historical location of the story while the date of the introduction of
the bicycle has obviously been considered as so insignificant that is has been left out of the
English version of "Si Phaendin” altogether. (PRAMQJ, 1881:217) Dates of important
historical events such as the two World Wars or the end of the first three Reigns are not

given with one exception, the change from absolute to constitutional monarchy:

(6) LA AR Y WU AIWSUAUEIBININENTU
Wwisasmailiaslas (1062)
(As for the important evegkefthe yeg [1932]"° people mostly thought
it was only a matter ¢ |
The last historical pce of the novel, concludes the
historical time frame given t precise date giving not only the
year but also the month, the : ‘
*“.,iﬂ.c :
7)  Ewiuin 1umﬁn§:_ i RN .4 bewo W luaaeILsnae
ssunfieuvennngd < vlawsasnsauusssdabliouszanunndnanaius
1l fingasspmatiit ‘ (1508)

(On the evening of Surda _v the 9th of June 2490 a . [1946]"" there was hardly

any water left f ijm by sickness and all
kinds of swmwsqgave u awa}r Wi water.

’QW’]@\‘iﬂiﬂJ URIINYAY

“The dates ngen by Kukrit for the change from absolute to constitutional monarchy and the death of
King Rama VIl are one year later than according to the Western counting of years. The year 2476
B.E. is the year 1933 Ch.E. According to Western historiography, however, the change from absolute
to constitutional monarchy took place in 1932 The same holds true for the year of King Rama ViliI's
death. The year given by Kukrit is 2480 would be 1947 according to the Christian calendar. The King
actually died in 1946. Perhaps this discrepancy is due to the differences in the dates of the New Year
[1 st of January in the West, 1st of April in Thailand at that time).
' see footnote 10
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There are only two dates that refer directly to a historical event: King Chulalongkorn'’s
trip to Europe and the political changes of 1932. The last date refers indirectly to a historical
event, the end of the Eighth reign. The first two historical dates do not refer to historical
events but are important to establish the historical time frame of the novel. The date of the
introduction of the bicycle to Thailand is more of an atmospheric detail. Interestingly, the
author of the English version leaves it out altogether. On the other hand, he adds five more

historical dates to tighten the historical anchorage of the story: King Rama VI's coronation

4 T
-

of King Rama I1I., 1824 - 1851 (I, p.
1935 (Il, p.288), the year of the

n
beginning of World War | inp 2486755 IR

1917 (ll, p.404). The Engii
temporal background for B

and the year of the big flood In

Sy

:‘~ tions the “1940's" (p.406) as a

3.5.2. Historical Evegfs
Although historical datess ‘* i; 2, historicaljevents are mentioned frequently.
World War | and World War | : I lley's comet, the end of Reigns and

changes of gwernments. ﬁeld___@m
appearance of the bicygie! provide the histe rical bac! kgroung | of Ploi's life. But attention is

ngkhram’s cultural mandates and the
, :yfa :
not always paid to the eXas g of such events. The time of

appearance of Halley's comet is a point in case The rafé and unusual event is linked to

the deaths of lwnﬂ rﬁ gﬁWWjWWQKGm It is described as

follows:

e A SRR AN s

omaGuenfududy  waspdosazdaauduluseufin  vnzeouysy
] el [l J 0 0 o
wendlanin 9 uwiiiwe  anangeslswidnaues”  qousunszdu
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Higted] “E!:'lﬂ?‘u QmLﬂ'ﬂ}“ WREBNTZTUMN @M% ... AW rﬁm'ﬁmﬁw'
qoutsunszduaey [ .. ] (641)
(The seasons passed from the hotl season to the rainy season and one night at
the end of the rainy season, when the weather already started to become cool,
Ploi woke up abruptly in the darkness because Khun Prem shock her slightly. "Mae
Ploi, get up and look at what you can see through the window" Khun Prem

"; | asked in a whisper. "Acomet ... a

whispered. [ ... ] "What is it, Khun Y
very big one" answered Khun ' /

o

.

—
One night at the end of the De. S

ere around the end of October.
cal dates of the deaths of King

/ Sensh

AR

This marking of time appeafs 1g
Edward VIl and King Chulg appearance of Halley's comet.

Shortly after the scene q es op steting that the comet remained

visible for more than ten day

E’ i 7 = 4 el ]
aMaauueguu  Fadfaduiiel AUNTILEY enwnsnan

B
=,

UnngWidunnuiudlszda s/ - 08 (643)

(This comet sta 'f'"Eﬁ.‘:‘_:;.‘_':’_':'”"T:‘."""'-"""::r‘ . More than ten days
already. The comet appeared. ]
| — )

e e AT )1 1) S
o) SENERAPTRIAIN | ) Y RTy R

i L 0 ¥ J [ *]
WRBHBHWYATE 91 “wiwapy  @Ivnsvasulwaspiuas WiRpany
= ™ " 4 -~ -
EsuE gty 71 wassmy nauaulatuinluinud  "au
weldrnmnludineunsmeiuiufiiosh  wezdinpdinquasian” (643)



(One day, Khun Prem retumed from the palace and while he was sitting and
eating with Ploi he laughingly remarked: "Mae Ploi, your comet is of no concem
to us at all” "Why, Khun Prem?" Ploi asked. her interest in the matter
Immediately revived. "I got news from the palace around noon that the King of
England has died")

Then the comet disappears:

t‘ [ e et W b = ..nf o
aIue ITUTNIRITIA AR NHUATULR UG

vsnnlaneenly gaes w- finasliviu (644)
(Since the news of # / / g \\\ and was received, the comet
started to leave the Wo : P\ nd smalieruntil it became invisible.)

2

Some time later, King Chuldlo

lld‘-' e
TuszpziaadnlinTudod aNINNIUTE  udIuBNWASE

[V § " -
N wWRIY WUWIINER (644 / 645)
(Not many days --.='.1.;:;.'=;.._;..:ug.:..:.:.,-:f:;;.'.'.:.l;i o palace and told Ploi
“Today, the King dc ‘“’F. m

iy mﬁﬂsﬁiﬁ% oynenT

[ ] TI! !M’ a T 9 ¥
lﬁ?i’wuam mumuunaumnﬂmmwmumwm-ﬂﬁ'[ﬂ 9
mmlumu (] goudn wenulueme  MlumanmTIaaFouds

[...] ; (645)



(Nobody spoke about the King feeling unwell for about five days after first hearning
about it. [...] Then, at the moming of the next day, Grandmother Tieb came back
from the market late. sobbing all the way long. [..] "Madame, people on the
marketplace say the King has died "}

From these passages the reader learns that the comet appeared towards the end of the

rainy season, that it was visible for more than 10 days, that it started to disappear after the

appears to be big and impressi Whether it covers'thie whole span from the first sighting
to complete disappearance. &g it Léué @ SXaci h IMe frame is, one can assume that at
least 20 days passed from e jirsi s j o the ~.-. 2t to King Chulalongkorn's death,
calculating the 10 days of thg'cg ¢ b

REBranc \-\ e days of King Chulalongkorn's
iliness. Considering the historigel Batelef the “l-\ dsath on October 23, Ploi must have

observed the appearance of t e begipning of October, if not earlier, which
normally is not considered to be th
started to become cool Asfor the histdrica e eath of King Edward VIl it

doesn' fit in at all. The K@ died on |

t- m season, when the weather already

B

_=Dt a few days but more than

five months before the deﬂ of King Chulalongkorn. Mcrﬂ.han that, it occurs before the
comet becomes visi Eie | I'iﬁgl n_hardly be interpreted as a
foreboding of the K ﬂ ﬁ;ﬂm m at news traveled slowly at
the time, it is.not likely that j pa_m. hs.and Bven, nﬂ(ﬂ:haveknownthat
the actual Qmﬁﬁ ﬂﬁﬁ mﬁ e author was not
aware of the correct historical dates. His rearrangement probably had the purpose to give

more evidence in support of the traditional belief that the appearance of Halley's comet

was indeed a very bad omen. Be that as it may, the passage indicates that accuracy time-



marking seems to be of lesser importance than other considerations even in a narrative that

is realistic and generally attaches much importance to the historical background of the plot.
3.6. Conclusion

Thai marks time by non-morphological means, either through chronological ordering

alone or with the help of additional marking, for instance, by adverbs, conjuncts, auxiliary

and subsidiary verbs. This kind of lingist of time is unproblematic as long as it is
clearly related to the narrator's PoiRi of Tt e temporal relation of events to other

points of reference within the Past _Hewevef; may.&aliSe Some ambiguities and inaccuracies.
An examination of the usge®f e conjune . ' B (before) has shown that such
ambiguities may indeed ogglf. RS ey O | 1S o2 dates in the novel has revealed
that not many are given a mpec -. - >es not seem to be among the
criteria for their selection. Fu fiun of historical events serves
more the poetic intentions oj istorical truth. All this adds to the
impression that accuracy with gegar = n urrence of past events does not
seem to play a very important role } ~=

5 “peiception of time in general. This may have
to do with the Buddhist 58« o as'a continue

afd perpetual flow, comparable to

water as can be seen inthe ' -,‘ 'eath:

m
‘:}:;zmsxzmﬂm
oh o m“ﬁi'iﬁiﬁiﬂmmﬁﬁ*ﬁm —

Exact marking of time is alien to such a concept of perpetual continuity because it

gives the wrong impression that the flow of time can be divided and certain events can be
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nailed down to certain dates. This, according to Buddhist perception, is an illusion. Events
are subject to the law of impermanence. They are the result of other events and they will be
among the many causes for future events and as such they will gradually fade away like the
ripples on the surface of water caused by a stone that has been thrown into it. Within such
a perception of time it 1s inconsequential and therefore not essential to give exact dates.

What counts is what happens but not the exact date when it happens.
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