Chapter 1

Introduction

Fissistigma polyanthoidk ‘

, /é)'lgredient in folk medicine known in

——

wenus‘ Fissistigma belongs to the

Thai (Petchaboon provinc

tribe Xylopieae in the famj

In Thailand, besidesfF. oy ides, there are also two plants called
“Khaa hot”. These pl clhardiia aeerifolia Bhome and Engelhardtia
spicata Burkill. Both of thedi“bé g “fi amily Juglandaceae (Suvatti, 1978;

Smitinand, 1980).
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The species of Fiﬂs‘ﬁgma have been used widely ﬂMalay Peninsula, Taiwan and
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In ’aqam m mpm me’;]rg oﬂ'iglr’t;lva jﬂens (Hook.f. &

- Thoms.) Merr. (Melodorum fulgens Hook.f. & Thoms.) is applied to sore legs and a
decoction of the leaves is administered as a post partum protective medicine. A
decoction of the flowers of Fissistigma kingii (Boerb.) Burkill (Melodorum kingii
Boerb.) is used to treat stomach trouble. A decoction of the root of Fissistigma

lanuginosum (Hook.f. & Thoms) Merr. is given post partum and also perhaps to treat



stomach trouble. A decoction of the roots of Fissistigma manubriatum (Hook.f. &
Thoms.) Merr. (Melodorum manubriatum Hook.f. & Thoms.) is administed for

stomachache, as well as for febrifuge (Perry, 1980).

In Taiwan, a decoction of Fissistigma oldhamii Mertill is used for

antiinflammatory effects, rheun itumor agent (Wu ef al., 1993).

In China, the dried st gMa polyamihn (Wall.) Mor. is used topically

to treat body sores (Pei

In Thailand, a po oma polyanthoides is used to

treat fungal infections by the
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Phytochemical stady is wides; in many g sfof Annonaceae. As for the
[
genus of Fissistigma, ‘ au _ e ave been investigated (Lu ef

al, 1985; Wu et al., 1990; Xu et al., 1982, 1983). Almost all of the chemical

constituents foﬁiu o aiibicd (L4 & kor.) Toksgwa et at, 1990; Xu et
al, 192;; jg;;] a \‘] ﬁeﬁpmﬁw ,ﬁ ?‘V ﬂﬁ al Work on Fissistigma

polyanthéjdes has not been done e investigation of compounds from the

"stem bark of Fissistigma polyanthoides in this study is undertaken with the hope of
gettiﬂg novel naturally occurring compounds as well as information conceming

chemotaxonomic aspects.
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