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PIRUL TOSUKOLVAN : FINE PUNISHMENT. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. DR.
KOMEN PATPIROME AND ASSOC. PROF. DR.. APIRAT PETSIRI, 169 PP.

Fine is a Criminal punishment since the ancient time. In the
beginning fine is used as substituted instrument of retribution for the
injured to avoid personal revenge and to indicate to the injured that
the offender met with certain atonement. Division of fine's payment to
the injured was subsequently replaced by the development of the total
payment to the state for its public justice service. Presently, all
penal laws of modern’ countries conta¥p fine punishment to serve as the
punishment for minor infractions or asf§n alternative to short-term
imprisonment; however in some cases fife.ds incorporated into other types
of punishment to increase their ipsterity.

Even though«fine is déemed as petty punishment, its repercussions
are formidable, par%égularly when the determination of excessive fine and
its chronic applicdtions’ oéctir to| the extent that the offender is not
capable of paying the fime /amount. As a result the punishment of fine
has to be substitu:;i#h§ other means of punishment such as imprisonment

n

or jailing which do serve the same purpose as fine. Therefore,
many countries have de elpped thei systems of fine punishment to the
point that they are ]ust «are'more efficient and are more in
congruence with the go qf puﬁishmént.
jl "J-l i

This thesis f{ﬁdg thag in tﬁg instance of Common Law countries
such as the United Klngiom and the United States of America, the
principle for the application_of flne_has been established since the
thirteenth century. The dayqflne syétgm has been instituted in the
Scandinavian countries. In France tﬁe"improved ;methods for the payment
of fine have been devised to make the payment more convenient and
uncomplicated. Jgpan and Australia have deviséa‘the scheme for the
suspension of fine's payment and its payment in \ installation.

This research also finds that the fine system used in Thailand
does not follow the Scandinavian day*fine system but the conventional
fixed-sum method was incorporatéd since 1980: | The“improvement of the
method was dorie sporadically land| no fmajor (change finlstatutory law is yet .
to take placet This thesis recommends the immediate reform of method of
fine punishment application, particularly“the incorporation of suspension
of the punishment|and the'stdy of execution'of jailing in lieu of fine
nonpayment.” Petition' forlpayment'of 'finelin installation-or other more
suitable methods of payment should be allowed to the offender as a matter
of rights. Moreover, the application of fine as a settlement of criminal
case at the administrative level should be encouraged to release the
burden of the Court from petty offenses.
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