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## 5180515522: MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: MIRACLES/ SACRED NARRATIVES/ LIFE HISTORY/ BUDDISM
SAIPAN PURIWANCHANA: MIRACLES AND THE MAKING OF SACRED
NARRATIVES: CONVENTION AND DYNAMISM IN THE LIFE HISTORY OF PHRA
KECHI ACHAN IN CENTRAL THAI SOCIETY. ADVISOR: PROF. SIRAPORN
NATHALANG, Ph.D., 281 pp.

This dissertation aims at examining sources, characteristics and functions of miracles found
in the life histories of Phra Kechi Achan in central Thai society as well as analyzing the convention
and dynamism in the creation of Phra Kechi Achan’s sacred narratives. The dissertation uses the
written and published narratives of 89 monks who already passed away as the main corpus of data.

In this research, it was found that the significant event sets and stages of being religious
heroes tend to follow the convention of narrative structure of Buddhist religious persons as appeared
in the Buddhist canons. Certain sub-events and stages, nevertheless, are different which can be
counted as the dynamistic features in the Phra Kechi Achan’s narratives.

It is analyzed that the kinds of miracles in the life histories of Phra Kechi Achan in central
Thai society are influenced by both Buddhist conventional narratives and Thai culture; the latter is
considered as the dynamistic kinds of miracles. The Buddhist conventional miracles are: 1) the all-
seeing eyes and ears 2) the communication with spiritual beings 3) the magical insight of the past 4)
the recollection of previous lives 5) the miraculous discernment of present 6) the future foresight 7)
the knowing of others’ minds 8) the supernatural expression of power 9) the enlightenment or
attainment of Jhana mind state 10) the appearance of charismatic man 11) the wonderful skill of
teaching Dharma 12) the great compassion to tame animals 13) the recover of illness by Dharma
remedy and 14) the supernatural death and funeral time. The dynamistic miracles influenced by Thai
culture are: 1) the power of being invulnerable 2) the power of casting charms 3) the power of
gathering compassion and wealth 4) the magical spell 5) the miraculous power competition 6) the
sacred utterance 7) the evil spirits overcoming 8) the power of remedy 9) the becoming of divine
spirit after death and 10) the miracles influenced from other beliefs in Thai society.

Both the conventional and dynamistic miracles enhance Phra Kechi Achan'’s life histories to

be the sacred narratives, fulfill the wishes of Thai Buddhists and support the amulet business.
Department:...... THAI..... Student’s Signature..............occ
Field of Study:....THAI..... Advisor's Signature..........ocoooiiiiiiiiinnn.
Academic Year:..2012.....
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G . . . .
Miracle is events, actions and states taken to be unusual, extraordinary and supernatural

that the normal level of human consciousness finds them hard to accept rationally. These miracles
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are usually taken as manifestations of supernatural power of divine being fulfilling his purpose in
history, but they are also caused to “naturally” by charismatic figures. (Eliade, Mircea, 19) p. 542.
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““ Biography lies between historical writings and belle letters. (Kendall, Paul M., 1965).

““ Kendall, Paul M., The Art of Biography (New York: W.W. Nortan and Cmpany INC, 1965).
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“® Johnson-South, Ted, “Changing Image of Sainthood: St. Cuthbert in the Historia de
Sancto Cuthberto,” in Saint Study in Hagiography (New York: State University of New York Press,
1996).

“' 19391 UFINUGA, “miﬁnm@\ﬁmmxﬁf@lmww%ﬁﬁummnﬁunwsmaqﬁim, " (AnenHnug

3oy 8nN1HIAIARTNUNLUTR 21213 TN EIALTUBEN ATIAINTDINUIANLNRE, ln&ala).



YIRTIUTA : AINANNUEAIUATANSALITTUNTTNNNEUTSIRAY  19991IUE 1aN

a nil 1K = dg/ 1 tﬂl s
@easna assAnEizeumauiien lulmansie idenguessunssunmailsrdnaes

o 1

nanmulne-n ddaonsmilewvizewnnsneiuetinls

il TananiinusGynrdneeaansneingin 4127197077 neaiu

a o o

¥ o a dl 1 dl o s ' am :j al vy A d’j
JaadslfuianannuAnmihaulanaltudsedfiAanndn dsedRanniiud R izeua

=T
EA

v
v o

foaarudlaarliidly “@alszdfyana " Wintiu wnusyuNesdAIaAT8uRaz AN AW

Aoty “yepaiiAmtszidigndiuyedianng  Sedanaliilsedamanniuanudaun

4
o o

UNNYIEARTENIN ADIEITHEUGAN AFENTMTUATENT LS

©

a

dl dﬁl o 1 4
EIN Lﬂ@ﬂ%LL@ZﬂWN@ﬂMﬂWHIM

N
q

Re

o o

dl A4 =
Lqmﬂ"mqmmLm@a@mwm@umzﬁ 137Aa1n L\‘l‘ﬂulhl ASNNT

u q

R R IV E BN

h3]

v

wanannil dszdRanandasin@anuvasannnisdunserusdeesmdnnisazasmanily

Aounn “Annuiiuase” AufluAanlASUN199ALATR9RN “NITAFINANNATNEN”

a o o o

[l ) ~ ~
0.x.1a.la \‘]"IurJ"’Qﬂﬂ@i@J‘V]ﬂﬂiﬁf’]@ﬂﬁmzﬂl@\i\‘]’]umﬂuﬂﬁzLﬂWmQﬂﬁ‘g"JmuﬂUQJ

Kl
2

a9 NI UANNAAN RN LT IUAINANH UL UN TN RIANAZTUAN

49

1
| [

a o KR = = o o =2 [ 1 o
QWUQ@EHQNWﬁﬂ‘lff’]@ﬂHmzm’ﬂ\i\i’]umﬁluﬂﬁ‘&ﬂw%’)ﬂﬁ‘zﬁﬁlum_qlfy@\‘ﬂ,ﬂﬂ@ﬂLLW‘J‘MZ\]’]E]TAF]ILL

4
o o =

1 [ 1
faanlng Awiu uddenfasulasaeinaueluii Asldun unAuizes  Saints, Scholars
and Society: The Elusive Good™ luLmnANT wwnyian 1Nass ( Patrick Geary) BEL%lﬂ@]’
a = = o o dl = '
fansneudsulssinniodssdiinyn lugiuzassunssndseinnuile Bendr “dezinn

P fiaans@an@alszdminyny ” (hagiographical genre) 9NTNUNABBAINAAGT 971

o o

= -~ | A ; o 2 P ; "y
L?lﬂui/?ﬁLﬂWTQﬂ?:fQﬁ?uﬂyfyZJJLWENLLW?J?’)ﬂﬂﬂﬂi“fﬂclfﬂl@\‘]yﬂﬂ@é/ﬂ/\?ZWQJLWU@T’)Q'?L’I@@@@U”]

I e

U 3 3 A o [~ a o ¥ year =~ = o o/
NI N97E ZV::‘V)@H@quﬂﬂﬂutﬂu@qﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ’)ﬂ muwﬂuﬂ?:mmﬁmﬂimmuﬂum

.}

v
o =

Inganaiiiandauiuaednend vienan3esiaanin (iconography) wananidnessesli
= dl o =® = o o o o 1 =®
PUATIBYAFINMUINNITBINTANEN T e RNy Tudsaunzduandn1sAnEsILs
= P < a o & | = ~ oA
udsulszinniednaduszuuzufutuedraiunnenislull .. ecea Tuawdaute

Sacred Biography 1aaunnuada9gdly/lasf taiawas ( Hippolite Delehaye) nazaiuf Wl lAHE 1a

2

“ Geary, Patrick, “Saints, Scholars and Society: The Elusive Good.” in Saint Study in
Hagiography,” (New York: State University of New York Press, 1996).
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offer images of social ideal types. (Geary, Patrick, 1996)
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Ray, Reginald A, Buddhist Saints in India: A Study in Buddhist Values and Orientation
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1994), p. 216.
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Taylor, James L, “The Textualization of a Monastic Tradition: Forest Monks, Lineage and
the Biographical Process in Thailand,” in Schober, Juliane (editor), Sacred Biography in the Buddhist
Tradition of South and Southeast Asia, p. 294.
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