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Thesis Title The Role of T.V. News as the Agenda Setting :
A Case Study on News of the Rural Employment
Generation Project in the Fifth Five Year

National Economic and Social Development Plan.

Name Mr, Pramoj Rathavini]
Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Sirichai Sirikaya, Ph.D.
Department Public Relations
Academic Year 1982
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research study is to show the relationship
between news presentation through mass media and public understanding
concerning those news issues. It is a case study on T.V. news on
Rural Employment Generation Project.

It is found that television medium has concentrated news on

imminent figures rather than dissiminating news which should be its
main function. The characteristics of T.V. news on agenda setting to
the audience is mostly presented on individual, their work and
activities. In other words, news is presented from central administra-'
tion to local administration more than emphasiging public awareness
to administrator.
Since the idea of agenda setting is rather new, it is essential

to study mrss medie environment, mass media behavior, public response

and final response. Data on mass media environment and mass media

behavior are obtained from the study. As for public response and




final wesponse, the effect on audience is to be studied after the
completion of the Fifth Pive Year Plan so that the idea of agenda
setting can be determined.

Based on this study, a suggestion is made to the government
on the importance of mass media for national development. Television,
in particular, is regarded as the best means to create publiec
attention. Moreover, television is controlled by the government,
it should be made the best use of it. A suggestion to adjust public

relations plan is also made to achieve the aim laid down in the Fifth

Pive Year Plan.
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