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ABSTRACT

The present study was designed to investigate the level
of expectation and gratification that Thai adolescents obtained
from the Science Museum. The relationships between expectation,
gratification obtained and the exhibition exposure at the Science

Museum are also measured.

The stﬁdy used data collected by accidental sampling
of 440 Thai adolescents who attended the Science Museum during
October - November 1986. The researcher constructed the
questionnaires adapted from Palmgreen, Rayburn and Wenner for

data collecting

The variables measured in this study were 1) the
expectation of the Thai adolescents from the Science Museum;
2) their exhibition exposure and 3) their gratification

obtained.

The data were then analyzed by means of 1) Percentage
2) Factor Analysis 3) Multiple and Multivariate Regression

Analysis 4) Path Analysis.



The main findings are as follows:

1) Most respondents show expectations in knowing
more about things around them, in getting better in understanding
in all classroom subjects, in-being a person who could think
reasonably, . in finding out something new and exciting and in

gaining knowledge about science applicable for their daily life.

2) Most respondents show gratifications coresponding

tolthe expectation items previously mentioned.

3) " Factor Analysis was performed to classify the Science
Museum expectation items. As a result, three expectation
factor--- knowledge expecfftion, entertainment expectation and
social expectation -- were recepstructed: The same procedure
was conducted to the gratification items. The results were the
same as the expectation items -- knowledge gratification,
entertainment gratification and social gratification were

obtained.

4) The first hypothesis which stated that Thai
adolescents' expectations from the Science Museum are related
to their exhibition exposure was confirmed at the .05 level.
The three factors jointly explain the exhibition exposure

approximately 5.9 percent.

5) The second hypothesis which stated that the
exhibition exposure of Thai adolescents is related to their
gratifications obtained from viewing the exhibition was also

confirmed at the .0l level.



6) The thrid hypothesis stated that the adolescents'
éxpectations from the Science Museum affect their exhibition
exposure which in turn affects their gratifications obtained
from viewing the exhibition was not confirmeéd,  Through path
analysis it appears that the expectations from the Science
Museum direotty affect the gratifications obtained from the
Science Museum with no indirectly effect through the exhibition

exposure in all three areas of expectation and gratification.
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