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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to examine the humanistic
aspect of Gandhi's thought which may be considered together with the
contemporary current of thoughts dealing with.the present social
problems, One of the most important of them is that individuals in
society refuses to participate in politics and social activities
and often advocate violent ways to solve problems instead of peaceful
ones. This phenomenon as such should be completely eradicated.

This is because violence leads to more suffering than happiness for
mankind, and their refusal of social participation cannot create

anything good in society nowadays.

Among Eastern philosophies, Gandhi's thought has been honored
as the best kind of humanism. He is well-known for the applicatien of
Hindu religion and ethics in solving social problems of the Indian |
society where the people.tried to throw off the yoke of British power,
Gandhi stimulated all Indians to take part in political movements
and used the non-violent method for this purpose with success in

the midst of violent struggles at that time. So the study of



humanistic ideas of Gandhi may be one of the case studies for

application in social aspects nowadays.

The szlient feature of humanism is the belief in the unity

of human fate and the potentiality of self-development for the sake

of human achievements. Humanism, moreover, is also one of the
methods in the application for the study of other kinds of phiiosophical
thoughts, Its objective is to examine in the light of its own view

how more or less valuable is a philosophical thought 1.:0 human beings.

As for the thoughts that are of value for men and which stinulate

the search for the meaning and value of life in this world, humanism
regards these thoughts as humanistic also. This evaluation is made

~from the viewpoint of humanism,

The study of Gandhi's thought can be devided into 3 parts:
the truth s God, the nature of man, and political thoughts. After
studying his thought, it is found that Gandhi is 2 humanist who
advocates the existence of God and also evaluates and exposes the
meaning of human life through the religious framework. Though
Gendhi believes that there isthe highest Good or "Summum bonum®,
the element of humanism that human beings and their lives are the
heart of all problems under consideration can be .discerned. in his
thoughts that the truth or the Highest is of two levels: the relative
truth and the ultimate truth. Man has to take all problems under

consideration through his potentiality as much as possible at the

relative level and it will finally leads to the ultimate trutn.



Human nature, according to Gandhi, and humanism are not
contradictory. This world is like a dramatic stage on which a man
plays his roles and acts in such a way that makes the world progress
_ through his good-will. So a man cannot reject his roles and the duty
to take part in political movements. Gandhi sets the outline for the
role of the individuals to discover his own values and to realize the
existence of God from his activities in social and political
participation. For this reason, the state has the obiigation to

nelp its citizens achieve thig goal.

The element of humanism in pélitical dimension is based on
the idea that man can morally develop himself side by side with the
political development of the state, The objective is to connect the
men with state properly. Whenever the state becomes the impediment
dangerously reducing the human value, anyone has the right to protest
against the state in order to make the state revert to pay attention
to human value. The method called "Ahimsa™ or "The tactics of
Non-violence™ must be used instead of violent means. Gandhi is a
humanist who makes mhimsa possible both for political struggle and

the moral development of the individuals in the state.

Furthermore, as far as his political thought of Swaraj or
the true freedom is concerned, it is obvious that it is different
in meaning from the Western democracy and the meaning according to

P

him betrays the nationalistic tendency of his thoughts. Its purpose



i

is to liberate human beings from the satanic power of machines and
all kinds of exploitation, And again, Gandhi has a firm determination
to turn man towards the search for the hidden value of handicrafts,
and for the spiritual value also. All such things are ignored because

of the spiritual weakness of human beings.

The value of Gandhi's thought in the light of humanism is
based on the study in comparison with the international philosophical
thoughts. Through this method, the new approach to the understanding
of Gandhi's thought can be made. The researcher finds that this
method can lead rather completely to the evaluation of Eastern thoughts.
Consequently, his approach in solving the problems turns out to be
international too. Generally speakin'g, humanism is the way to solve
the problem of the individuals' refusal to participate in social and

political activities. So the i.nnovation of ahimsa or non-violent

_tactics (incontrast to himsa or violence) for problems solving can

 be regarded as one of the prominent kinds of humanism,

The element of humanism in Gandhi's thought is the best example
for its application for problem solving in the present situation. But
this does not mean that this example will be accepted seriously in
the pra.ctica.l life of the mass. In the last analysis, it is found
that most of us generally accept that Gandhi's thought is valid
according to religious concepts, but most people do not accept Gandhi's
conception of religion,let alone putting it into practice in their

lives.
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