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CHAWEEWAN KAEWPROM : RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SOCIAL NETWORK STRUCTURE

AND PERCEIVED SOCIAL SUPPROT WITH MENTAL HEALTH OF THE AGED IN ELDER
CLUBS, BANGKOK METROPOLIS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROF .PUANGRAT
BOONYANURAK, Ed.D., 119 PP, :

The main purposes of this research were to study social network
structure, social support, and mental health of the aged and to study the
relationships between social network structure, social support and mental
health of the aged.

The Major Findings

1. Social network structure of the aged showed 5 characteristics;
(1) size of social group was three persons, (2) group members were mostly
cousins, (3) duration of contacting was 33 years, (4) frequency of contacting
was 60 times per month, (5) way of contacting was mostly face ‘to face
interaction

2. Perceived Social Support of the aged was at the middle level.
3. Mental health of the aged was at the high level.

4. Social network structure and their componants which were cousins
group, duration of contacting and way of contacting showed no statistical
significant correlated with social support and mental health of the aged.
However, size of social group and frequency of contacting were positively
significant correlated at the level .0l with both social supprot and mental
health of the aged.

5. Social Support and their componants which were emotional support,
esteem support, socially support, informational support and instrumental
Ssupport . showed positively significant correlated at the level .001 with mental
health of the aged.
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