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The objective of this study is to compare the system of malaria
diagnosis and treatment services, particularly the radical treatment of
malaria positive cases, in village health centers with mocroscopes with
that in village health centers without microscopes. Analyses were made of
costs and cost components incurred to service providers and to service
recipients, effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of malaria diagnosis and
treatment in each health center as well as in all health centers under the
study.

The study revealed that aggregate costs incurred to service
providers, to each service recipient, and to each malaria positive case
given radical treatment in health centers with microscopes were lower than
those in health centers without microscopes. VWith regard to cost components,
it was found that costs incurred to service providers in health centers
without microscopes were higher than those in health centers without
microscopes. This' is because health centers with microscopes have capital
costs of the microscopes and office equipment. On the contrary, costs
incurred to service recipients in hezlth centers without microscopes were
higher than those in health centers with microscopes, due to a higher cpnovt
opportunity cost incurred to patients who had to be out of work for about
seven days waiting for radical treatment medication to be delivered.

Concerning the effectiveness of malaria diagnosis and radical
treatment, it was found that the coverage rate of blood slide examinations
in health centers with microscopes was four times .higher 3
than that in health centers without microscopes. In terms of slide positive
rate, malaria clinic workers in the system of health centers without
microscopes were Q.94 percent more effective than those at health centers
with microscopes. With regard to the time lapse between having a blood slide
taken and receiving radical treatment medication, it was found that a patient
spent an average of only one hour and 53 minutes at a health center with u:
nicroscope(compared to seven days in the other systen).

An analysis of cost-effectiveness in terms of costs per one service
recipient and costs per one positive case,it was found that costs were lower
in the systen of health centers with microscopes, i.e., the systen with
microscopes had an average cost per one service recipient: and an average
cost per one positive case of 180 Baht and 1,209 Eaht, respectively; whereas
the system without microscopes had an average cost per one service recipient
and an average cost per one positive case of 263 Baht and 1,657 Eaht,
respectively.
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