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This thesis attempts to study the Thai Primer of the Department
of Curriculum and Instruction Development in terms of the Thai
orthographical system, the sequence of the orthographic rules, and the
relationship between the orthographical system and the words occurring
in the text. It also attempts to study words which are introduced with
no relation to the orthographical system in 2 aspects, that is, the
distribution of the phonological units and the distribution of these
words in semantic terms.

The results of the study are as follows:
1. The study on orthographical system

1.1 The orthographic rules in the Thai Primer of the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction Development are ordered from
simple to complex rules. The amount of words in the Primer, which are
produced by simple rules, is higher than those produced by complex
rules.

1.2 The distributions of the phonological units in the words
produced by the instructed orthographic rules are as follows: highest
occurrences of alveolar consonant phonemes, initial bilabial nasal
consonant /m/,final alveolar nasal consonant /n/,low back vowel/a-a:/,
and mid tone. ¢

2. The study on words which are introduced with no relation to
the orthographical system
2.1 The words are classified into 2 groups : content words
and grammatical words. Content words have numbered up to 79.13%, whereas
grammatical words have numbered up to 20.87%. Content words have occur-
rence frequency at 75.51%, whereas grammatical words have occurrence
frequency at 24.49%. When these words are classified into different
word-classes, words in the noun class have numbered up to 52.43%, most
of them are concrete noun. There are 26.70% of words in the verb class,
most of them are action verbs. There are 12.14% noun modifiers, 4.85%
conjunctives, and 3.88% verb modifiers. In terms of occurrence frequency
words in the noun class have 54.11% distribution, names of animal occur
most frequently. There are 21.40% distribution of verb class, action
verbs occur most frequently. There are 11.60% conjunctives, 9.39% noun
modifiers, and 3.50% verb modifiers.

_ 2.2 The words which are introduced with no relation to the
orthographical system show the following distributions : highest occur-
rences of velar consonant phonemes, initial voiceless unaspirated velar
consonant /k/,final alveolar nasal consonant /n/,low back vowels /a-a:/
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