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Thesis Title SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC ASPECTS OF WOMEN WHO

HAVE DECIDED TO INDUCE ABORTION BECAUSE OF

UNWANTED PREGNANCY.

Name Mr. Kanok Tosuratana
Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Sauvaluck Piampiti
Department Sociology and Anthropology
Academic Year 1978
Abstract

The aims of this research are to look into basic data of
demographic, economic and social aspects of the women who have decided
to induce abortion because of unwanted pregnancy as well as data
regarding knowledge and practice of birth control and abortion's
experience and its cause.

The study was undertaken for a duration of one year starting
from Jan.l, 1977 to Dec. 31, 1977 by examining the cases of those
who came for counselling at the Planned Parenthood Association of
Thailand, totaling 406 cases.

The result of the study shows that the ratio between the
unmarried and married women who came for counselling is very much
the same i.e. 53% are married women and 47% are unmarried women.
About 2/3 of the clients are between 20-29 years of age. Most of

them have elementary school background. The rest have vocational



'y

and junior college background respectively. About 28% work as general
employees,; 25% are still in schocl and about 22% are housewives,
Hearly half of the women Qho decided to indluce abortion have no income.
Most of them are migrants from rural arcas but are now living in
Bangkok (87%) 2Zbout 1/3 decided to induce abortion because of poverty,
about 1/4 did it because they are still studying. Regarding t.ﬁe past
experience in practicing birth control, 51% used to practice contra-
ception and about 49% have never been done so. When looking into
demographic, economic and social aspects, there are some slight diffe-
rences between those who are married and unmarried. Most of the clients
both married and ummarried are between 20-22 years old. Noticably, the
married women are those in a hicher age level. Regarding educational
background those who are unmarried i.e. the unmarried have atleast
vocational or junicr college background and the married women have
elementary school background. About half of the unmarried are students
and have no income. About 2/3 of the married are housewives. About
36% has no income. And about 22% have a monthly income of averagely
1000 - 2000 baht.

About nearly half of thex;l have been married when they are 25
years old or less. 3/4 of the married women have not more than 2
children. Most of them have about 2 month of pregnancy when they
decided to induce abortion. And the unmarried women seem to have been
pregnant longer then those who are marriec.

Regarding family background most of them come from big families.

The unmarried women mostly come from a families which have averagely



5.4 children. Those who are married come from families which have
averagely 5.7 children. More than 3/4 of the unmarried women are
still living with their parents. The occupations of their parents
are traders, businessmen, civil servants. and farmers respectively,
about 1/3 of their mothers are housewives. BAbout 58% of the married
women still have both father and mother. Most of‘their fathers are
faﬁrﬂrs and their mother arc housewives and sometime farmers.

Most of them are migrants from rural areas who are now living
in Bangkok. About 41% of the unmarried are still living with parents.
About 30% live in the domitorics or rented hcuses. About 36% of the
married women rent a house and live with their husbands. About 21%
have their cwn houses and about 19% are still living with their parents.

About /6% of the unmarried women's Loy—frineds are still also
unmarried. Z&bout 82% of the married women are legally living with
their husbands. Most of the boy-friends of the unmarried women are
between 20-29 years of age. The unmarried women usually have boy-
friends who have vocational, junior college, university or higher
level of education, secondary school and elementary school respectively.
Husbands of the merried women are mostly those who have elementary
educational background. The rest are secondary, vocational, junior
college. university or higher educational background respectively.

Mout 1/3 of the unmarried have boy—friends who are still
studying and have no income of their own. About 41% of the married
women have husbands who are employees. The rest are civil servants

who have average monthly salary of 1000 - 2000 baht.



Lbout 90% of the unmarried women decided to induce abortion
for social causec. Ahout 84% of the married women did sc on economic
reascns. Conglusively, most of the unmarried women have social reason,
and most of the married women have econcmic reason.

Regarding the practice of birth control, about 2/3 of the
'married woman used to practise contraception. The most common method
is oral contraceptives and condom respectively. Less than 1/3 of the
unmarried woman have ever practice birth control. From this number
nearly half of them use condom and oral contraceptives respectively.

Most of them have never praéticed abortion before. Only about
3% of the unmarried women used to practice abortion at private clinics.
About 6% of the married women used to practice abortion.

About 78% of the unmarried women's boy-friends ccnsented to
the inducing of ahortion. About 81% of the married women consented
to abortion. Most of the unmarried and married women did not inform
their parents (92% -~ 83% respectively). Concerning those taking the
post coitus pills it is found that a group of unmarried women used ot
take the pills much more han those who have not. Women whe have taken
the pill do not know the name of the pill. Married women seem to take
less of the vills than those who have and most of them do not know

the name of the pill either.
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