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KEY WORD : MAINSTREAM / PRESCHOOLERS
NATKITTA PAISANSOMBAT : A STUDY OF STATE AND PROBLEMS OF PROVIDING MAINSTREAMED
EDUCATION FOR PRESCHOOLERS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS UNDER THE OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL PRIMARY EDUCATION COMMISSION, EDUCATIONAL REGION FIVE. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF.CHEERAPAN BHULPAT, Ph.D. 271 pp.. ISBN 974-346-981-8.

The objective of this research was to study state and problems of providing mainstreamed education for
preschoolers in elementary schools under the Office of the National Primary Education Commission, Educational
Region 5. The research covered the administration of providing mainstreamed education for preschoolers, and the
implementation of instructional activities. The samples were 40 administrators and 40 classroom teachers. The

tools used were questionnaire forms, interview forms, a survey form and an observation form.

The findings were that most of the schools'aims were to provide mainstreamed education for
preschoolers with special needs to be able to engage in activities appropriate for their ablilities. The
administrators and the teachers were given preparatory training/organizing seminars. The teachers informed
the parents about the mainstreamed program. The children were screened with general knowledge test. The
classroom teachers had to do Individual Education Plan (IEP). They bought and sought the instructional media
using the budget and cooperation allocated by the schools. The administrators supervised and followed-up by
visiting classroom at least once a month. The government organization supported the program by providing
mainstreamed instruction for preschoolers. The classroom teachers prepared activities emphasizing on the
improvement of self-helping skills. IEP was used as lineated for lesson and activity plans. Curriculum and
content were the same as for normal children but with different expectations and the difficulties of activities.
The whole classroom studied together and after class, the teachers would review the lesson with each of the
special need children and organized special activities for them. The teachers prepared special supplementary
activities which helped develop fine motor and gross motor skills-and movement. They selected instructional
materials and media which intend to help the improvement of the defective parts. Preschoolers with
special needs used the same instructional media as normal children. Measurement and evaluation were done

by using the children’s behaviors observation.

As for the administrative problems; it was found that the schools ‘could. not perform all of the policies,
because of the personnel shortage. The teachers lacked of "knowledge, ablitities and skills in teaching
children with special needs and in doing IEP. The schools lacked-of budget for physical environment adjusting
and supports instructional ‘media service. Supervision and follow-up could not be fulfilled. Mainstreamed
education: supports for preschoolers were still few. As for the instructional problems, the teachers lacked of
teaching guide manuals in organizing activities. The teachers could not implement all activities as mentioned
in IEP. They lacked of knowledge, understanding and experience in performing instructional activities as well

as the instructional tools and media to organize them.

Department Elementary Education Student’s signature.............oocoeiiiiiiiiiinnns
Field of study Early Childhood Education Advisor's signature ..........ccocoiiiiiiii

Academic year 2000 Co- Advisor's signature............ocoeeviiinenne.
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