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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the interrela-
tionship of the four different'types of alienation:powerlessness,
normlessness, isolation, andnmeahinglessness; and the relationship
between each type of alienatid;;and the following variables:sex,
ethnic background, field of stﬁdy, number of years spent in the
university, and politicaiiparticipationa

Alienation was measured by four alienation scales. The
internal consistency technique was applied in the construction of
these scales. The subjects in this study consisted of 234 Kaset-
sart University students. These students were asked to complete
questionnaires in their classrooms.

The findings of this study show that:

1. There are small positive correlations between power-

lessness and normlessness, normlessness and isolation, normlessness



and meaninglessness, and isolation and meaninglessness. There are
no correlations between powerlessness and isolation, and poweriess-
ness and meaninglessness

2, The association between sex and normlessness is
found to be statistically signigicant among natural science students.
It is found that the proportion of students who are high in degree
of normlessness is greater among females than among males. However,
this relationship does not appear among social science students.

3. Students' ethnic background and field of study are
not found to be significantly related to any type of alienation

4, A significant/ relationship is found between number of
years spent in the univeréity and normlessness. This holds for
both natural science and social science students. The students
who have spent threc or more years in the university are more
likely to have a high dégree of hormlessness than those who have
been at the university for only one or two years.

5. There are significant differences between students
who participate in political activities and students who do not
participate in political activities with regard to powerlessness
and meaninglessness. The proportion of those who have a high degree
of powerlessness is greater among students who do not participate
in political activities than among students who do participate in
political activities. Further analysis indicates that the associa-

tion between political participation and powerlessness is found



only for social science students, first and second year students,
and female students. Considering the relationship between political
participation and meaninglessness, students who do participate in
political activities are more likely to have a high degree of mean-
inglessness than those who do not participate in political activie
ties. This relationship is found for social science students and

students who have been at the university for three or more years.
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