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ABSTRACT

The Purpose of this study is to compare the knowledge
and attitudes towards population education of the final year
students in vocational schools in Bangkok-Thonburi City. The
vocational-students have been in schools for more than 13 years.
Most previous research on attitudes towards population has been
done on married personsj studies, such as the present one, baséd
on unmarried persons are rares In addition the knowledge and
attitutes towards population education of these students are
of interest because all of them are in their last year of study
and in an age group with potentially high fertility. Although
they are still single, they are close to the time when they can

be expected to marry and start their family buildinge.

The 360 students in the sample were obtained through
systematic random sampling in 9 vocational-schools; 3 male
vocational schools, 3 female vocational schools and 3 co=-educa=
tional vocational schools. The questionnaire used in the data

collection was especially designed for this studye.

It was found from the research that:

Knowledge about population. From a possible maximum
score of 8 points, female students from female vocational

schools received the lowest average score of 4,938 points or



q

- oLy
61.7%. The highest average score was from male students of male
f \

vocational schools. It was 5.3%87 points or 674 3% | AN T N
Knowledge about sex education. From a possible maximum
score of 12 points, male students from co=educational vocational
schools received the lowest average score of 7.837 points or
65.7%. Female students from femal vocational schools received

the highest average score of 8.897 points or 7h4.1%.

Knowledge about family planning. From a possible maximum
score of 6 points, female students from co-cducational vocational
schools reccived the lowest average score of 3,650 points or
60.8%. Male students from male vocational schools received the

highest average score of 4,342 points or 72.4%.

Attitudes towards the seriousness of population problemse
A1l groups agreed that population problems were serious matterse
However some differences were evident. Male students from male
vocational schools agreed the least with an average of 91.9
agreement. Female students of co=cducational vocational schools
showed a 99,0 percentage rate of agreement which was the highest

one found.

Attitudes towards sex education. Most students agreed to
the idea of sex education. Female students of co=educational
vocational schools were least favourable with a 77.8 percentage
rate of agreement. Male students of male vocational schools
were the most favourable with a 90.1 pércentage rate of agree-

mente

Attitudes of family planning. Female students of female
vocational schools were least favourable with a rate of 78.4%
agreement. Male students of co=educational vocational schools

were most favourable with a rate of 88.7% agreement.



bl

The results of this study has shown that male and female
students have similar levels of knowledge of population educatione
However, students of the same sex in different kinds of school
(co=educational or non co=educational) have shown differences in
their knowledge of population educatione With respect to their
attitudes, students of both sexes and attending all three types

of schools show no significant difference.
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