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ABSTRACT

The drug-dependence problem can contribute to a great lost in
economy, society and security of a nation. The study about the
individuals and the family characteristics of drug dependent persons
having different duration of abstinence after the last treatment may
be useful to plan measures to -prevent and reduce the size of the
problem., The data were collected by face to face interview from 126
drug dependent patients seeking treatment at the Thanyarak Hospital
from October, 1976 to January, 1977. These patients were classified
into two groups; namely 1) those who could abstain from drug after
the last treatment for less than 1 month (G I group) 2) patients
with more than 3 months abstinence duration after previous detoxi-
fication (G IT group).

Tt is found that the average age of the drug dependent patients
is éS.S years. The education status of most drug dependent patients
is below the secondary level. The average age of first daily heroin
use is 19.43 years. The average dose per injection 30 days before
the present admission is 91.31 milligrams. The average amount of
money spent on drug is 61.18 bahts per day. Most of the drug depen-
dent patients started with marihuana, and subsequently changed to

heroin.



The two groups of drug-dependent patients with different
duration of abstinence after last treatment almost have .
similar characteristics. The major differences are: the G I group,
the drug dependent patients of one month or less abstinence duration,
have higher rate of admission that they were absent from school to
take drug than G II group, the patients of three month or more
abstinence duration. Besides, the doses heroin consumption of the
G I group are higher than those of the G II group.

Most drug dependent patients of the G I group were more
dependent on their families for extra income and felt that they had
been loved and well taken care of by their parents, 0On the
contrary, the G II group were more self-dependent as evidenced

from a higher incidence of legal employment.
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