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ABSTRACT

Forecasting method is an exceedingly necessary tool
for administrators in the process of decision-making. In this
research various methods of forecasting used in different fields
of education were explored and the effort was aimed at fimding
the demands for primary education, a sub-system of the total
educational system of Thailand. Originally the government
intended to expand compulsory education up to grade 7 throughout"
the country by the year 1980, According to primary education
trends, such a policy will never be achieved. The main idea of
this study was to find the ansuwer as to whether it would be
possible for Thailand to make the expansion of compulsory educae

tion up to grade 7 throughout the country by the year 1981,

Different kinds of data used in the study were the
trends of primary education enrolments in the period of
1961-1972, the distribution of population age 7 = 13 by age
and year, the trend of cost per head in primary education and
the educational budget in the period of 1960 = 1973, The forecass.
ting of enrolments employed two methods, namely trend extrapola-
tion and demographic analysis. In forecasting the demand for
teachers three different values of teacher~-pupil ratios, 1 : 25,

1 : 30 and 1 : 35 were assumed, Cost per head and the total number



of enrolments were used in the computation of primary

education cost,.

In expanding compulsory education, the author
proposed two alternatives : by setting up 7 different values
of raties of p.5-7 primary school enrolments and the total
population age 11 - 13 in the school system as fixed at .4,
e55 o6y o7y o8y o9 and 1 through the period of 1974-1981,
and by setting up the objectives of changing such ratios to
be +6, 75 8y ¢9y and 1 in the years 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980
and 1981 respectively,

It was found that if the educational budget was
increased to 12,96 % per annum as 1960-1973 trend and if 58 %
of total educational budget was allocated to primary education,
Thailand would be able to expand compulsory education up to

grade 7 throughout the country by the year 1981.
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