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Thesis Title : Characteristics and Behaviour of Family Planning

Acceptors in Chaugwat Prachinburi 1975. 1
Name Mrs. Phusadee Dhamareks Department Sociology

Acedemic 1975

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the trends of the desired
number of children and the choices of contraceptive methods used
among married women in Prachinburi province and to examine
socio-economic and demographic factors which may directly or
indirectly related to their family planning behaviours.

For thise purposes the analysis uses information collected by
a survey of Family Planning Acceptors in Prachinburi. The survey
interviewed all wormen who have come for family planning service at
Chaw Praya Apipubate Hospital, and other three first class health
centers on Sakeo, Gabinburi, and /iranyapathet, during March 12 -
April 12, 1975. The results present in tables illustrate in
percentage distribution, and statistical tests are also presented
wherever it is nccessary.

The data indicate that age of women, number of living children,
-desire for specific sex of children, and duration of marriage are e |
either directly or mdirectly related to the contraceptive methods
women choose. Yourg women with no children and those who still

want more children tend to choose temporary contraceptive methods,



especially oral pill., The proportion of using permanent contracep-
tive methods tends to increases with number of living ghildren and
age. The proportion, however incrcases with age to a certain point
then decrcases as age increases. This may partly due to the high
accessibility and the effectiveness of the oral pill, the method

is especially popular among older women who are reaching the end

of their reproductive period.

Consider social characteristics, the proportion of those
practicing sterilization is highest among the more educated women
those who have been in secondery school. The proportion of
ligation is also highest among women whose husband have been in
secondary school, The educational level of parents also has some
influence on women's choice of family planning methods, Women
whose parents have secordary education have the highest proportion
of those practicing ligation. Other soeial characteristics which
have been taken into conside:rq:tion are:place of residence, place
of delivery, and delivery nerformers. The data suggest that
proportion of practicing ligation is highest among women living
in wurban arcas and those having their k.bies delivered ‘in the
hospitals by doctors.

Regarding economic characteristics, the study finds that a
large proportion of women who practice of frrmily planning: are ffrrers,
arong them oral pill is the nmost and ligation.is the least popular
method, The date show that the proportion of there practicing
ligation is higher among hired labourers thar those in other

occupations, Women whose husbands are government officials have



the highest rate of ligation, the rate is lowest among those
whose husbands are farmers. Women who work outsid® home hove a
higher proportion of those practicing ligation than those who do
not work outside home, Women with adequate income also practise
ligation more than those with inadequate income, The proportion
of women using oral pill is highest cmong those who work for them-
selves or families. Whereas the proportion of thoge practicing
ligetion is highest among women who wark for private enterprises.

The data on psychological and sther factors show that the
choices of contraceptive methods wvury with acceptors' knowledge of
attitude toward, and reasons for using the methods. The effecti-
veness of the methods ie the main reasoﬁ for chgsing certain methods.,
The date. show clearly that pmefferent choices of contraceptive
methods are due to the easiness of the method, the acceptors!'
purpose of precticing family planning, and sources of information
about the methods, The study finds that neighbours, cousins,
health officers, nurses and midwives play important role in the
choices of contraceptive methods. A large mejority of women who core
for family planning services want no more children, among
whom the proportion of practicing ligation is highest.

The data clearly indicate that the denographic, socisl etonomic
and psychological factors affecting desire number of children and
ard choices of contraceptive methous used among married women in

Prachinburi province.
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