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The feasibility to apply chitin and chitosan as film formers in
entirely aqueous-based tablet coating was evaluated using pan-spray method.
The physical properties and the drug release characteristics of the film
coated tablets were investigated in comparison with those derived from the
cellulosic polymers. The water solubility of the film formers themselves
mainly affected the extent of drug release characteristics of the coated
tablets. Increasing either the coating level or the proportion of water-
insoluble film former in the coating formulations, resulted in slower drug
release characteristics. The drug release mechanism appeared to be
concomitantly a combination of diffusion through the porous film structure
and osmotically driven release. In comparison with the commercial
preparation, the selected experimental formulation which followed the USP
standard, showed the complete drug release profile within 24 hours.
Tensile properties and ability of moisture sorption of the cast films were
also examined.
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hr
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kg
kp
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log
min
hg
mL
nn
nm
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nm
Pa
rpm
s, sec
senilog
Mg
uL
Al
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Abbreviations

degree celsius
centimeter
centimeter square
gram

hour

internal diameter
kilogram
kilopound
kilovolt
logarithm

minute

nilligram
milliliter
nillimeter
millimeter square
millimolar
nanometer

Pascal

revolution per minute
second
semilogarithm
microgranm
microliter
micron, micrometer

weight by weight
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