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ABSTRACT.

Maize is considé?gd one of the important cash crops of
Thailand and plays a'siénificant role in the Thai economye Its
income=generating pofentiél is gecond only to rice. The main
problem which maize has béen facing all the time is the fluctuation
in its pricing as well as the problems in production and distribute
tion which as a res&lt'have.a great impact on producers and distri=-

buterse

The purpose of this thesis is to study and analyse the
problems with regard to the average returns for the producers and
distributers in maize during a three years period from BeEe 2517
to B.E. 2519 and offer several specific suggestions which might be
benificial as a guidance in solving the above mentioned problemse
The study begins at the production process, nroceeds to general
statements which provide a better understanding for maize, distri-
bution process, distribution system, marketing, trade agreement

with other countries, and exporting procedures including the export

quotae



From this study, it has been found that for one ton of maize,
the average returns for producer is considered fair due to the
modern approach applied to the production technique which makers
possible the reduction in production cost while the selling price
within the country is high. For middlemen, their average returns
is less in comparison with the producers under normal circumstancese
As for the exporters and go=operatives, they suffer losses every
year due to the usually higher price within the country than the
forward selling price agreements sr the world market pricee. There=
fore, for most of the—dei;yéry made the exporters have to buy maize
at a higher price thaﬁ'tﬁeir forward selling price. However, as most
of the maize exporters engage in other crops exporting as well as
being the maize middleMen'themselves, the losses from exporting

\

has been minimized or compensatcde

Agricultura1¢bﬁﬁm@rapive Federation of Thailand (ACFT)
also suffers 1o$ses from maize exporting but to a lesser degree.
This is partly because ACFT gither buys and sells maize itself or
receives‘service fee in acting as a middleman between it co=oper=
ative members and buyers abroard thus it hardly incurs any risk.
The losses suffered by ACFTftherefore considerably lowe As the
ACFT also deals in other activities such as silo servicing, selling
fertilizer and other crops etce. profit from such dealing can be
offset against the losses, incurred through maize dealinge Besidesy,
ACFT main objective is to help and support farmers who are members
of their co-operative members, this 1s the reason why ACFT still

engages itself in maize exporting despite the lossese



In the opinion of the writer, the system applied at present
in maize trading is suitable, But there are still certain limitate
jons for instance the insufficient budget alloted to co-operatives
for, maize buying which inpedes proper control over the middlemen

in preventing them from over-stocking of maize.

The writer suggests some solutions to these problemsa
Firstly, maize farmers should energetically form up theilr co=oOper=
atives with the help of the gOVerhmént in providing them with
financial assistance, marketing information, production technical
knowhow as well as revisiﬁg the: regulations concerning the members-
ship qualification in order ﬁo énable more maize farmers to particie-
pate in the co=operativesy /Secondly, the concerned government
organizations, such as the Marketing Organization, Warehouse Organie-
zation, should be gilven more budget to engage in maize buying
activities in order ta\lessenihe impertance and bargaining power
of middlemene This will enable maize farmers to sell their crops
at reasonable price and at the same time, problems facing maize
exporters in having to pay a higher price to middlemen will also be
solved or minimized. Lastly,the government should promote the
animal feed industry within the country because at present Thailand
has to import large quantity of animal feed from the’countries
that import our maize to be used as basis ingredient of animal feced.
If the animal feed industry is promoted it will not only encourage
more employment in the country, but also add more value to maize

CrOps
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