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## 3970288627 : MAJOR HIGHER EDUCATION
KEY WORD : Degree recognition/ Qualification recognition/ Mathematical model/Degree
Recognition indicator/Qualification recognition indicator/Higher education/
Thailand/ Lao PDR
JIRANEE TANTIRATANAVONG : A DEVELOPMENT OF FOREIGN
DEGREE RECOGNITION SYSTEM FOR ACCESSING INTO THAI
GRADUATE STUDIES. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF. PORNCHULEE
ARCHAVA-AMRONG, Ph.D. THESIS COADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.
THONG-IN WONGSOTHORN,Ph.D. 279 pp. ISBN 974-333-769-3

To find foreign degree recognition factors and their relation, to construct
mathematical models for foreign degree recognition for accessing into Thai graduate studies and
to test the models founded by comparing Lao PDR's bachelor degrees with Thai's are the
objectives of the study. The content analysis' method are used to find out foreign degree
recognition factors and their relations by scanningthe literature related. Johnstone's concept of
developing indicators is applied for constructing-the mathematical models for foreign degree
recognition for accessing intoThai graduate studies and to test the models founded by using the
empirical data of the Lao BDR'S and Thai's bachelor degrees. The results of the study are the
following :

Pre-university sghoolvears (X), number of years of education required to complete
the acquired qualifications(X;)s extent of €ourses in credits(Xs), reputation of the institution
conferred the degree (X.), number of credits for the major field of study (Xs), and reputation of
the program completed (Xg) The Pearson's correlation of X, and X, is negative (r = -0.3912). For
other factors, the data for analyzing the correlation coetficient is not found. Two mathematical
models are founded. The figst model is the medel for pragmatic definition of an indicator (P), P =
X, +X;. And the second model is ‘the model for theoretical definition of an indicator (X), X =
9.4X, +8.4X; + 6.5X; + 4.0X, H10.0X; or X = 94X, +84X; + 6.5X; + 9.0X,. The condition
for applying these models is that the consideration qualification is conferred by the institution
which is recognized or accrédited by authorized agency in the country which the institution
located and under the assumption.that the criteria for recognition or accreditation are similar or
the same . In addition for the second model , it has to work under the assumption that the criteria
for ranking the reputation of the-institutions or fields of study are similar or the same too.

For Thailand, there are no data for X, and X, se only X,, X, X3, and X; are taken

into account in the second-model-itisfounded thatif Paslessthan 16, 17 or 18 years or X is less
than 1,226.4; 1,429.8or 1,828.2 ; or 926.4; 1,129.8 or 1,528.2 for the same or similar fields of
study of Thai qualifications (4, 5 or at least 6 years programs, respectively), are the substantial
difference values which“can not be recognized the qualification considering as equivalence to
Thai bachelor degree in the same or simtlar field of study.
' The comparison of the bachelor degrees of Lao PDR with those of Thai by using the
models founded.it gives some slightly difference results)All Lao PDR bachelor degrees, except
Bachelor of Dentistry’and Baehelor of Pharmaey, is-equivalence to Thai bachelor degrees in the
same or similar fields of study, when the-first model is-applied. But when.the second model is
applied; enly “Xq,\ X5 “and) X; are taken into] account because Laosian’s curriculums are not
classified the structure of'curriculums,into, major figld of study, all Lao PDR bachelor degrees is
equivalenge to Thai bachelor degrees in the same or similar fields of study, The substantial
difference values that the Lao PDR bachelor degrees can be recognized are that P not less than
16, 17 or 18 years or X not less than 926.4, 1,129.8 or 1,528.2 for 4, 5 or at least 6 years
programs, respectively.
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