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ABSTRACT

The common problem facing the developing nations is how
to acquire a form of government that is suitable for the country.
Democracy appears to be an ideal type of government for which

many countries are searching.

In Thailand, after the 14 October 1973 uprising, led by
the intellectual movement which consisted of students and people
from various professions under the leadership of the National
Student Center of Thailand, certain political changes were brought
about. This period was hey-day of democracy in Thailand. Political
consciousness was at its height, active participation as well as
expressions of rights and freedom were manifested. Many activities

were conducted and several associations established.

Nonetheless, democracy as demanded by the student and
pedple'a movements lived a fairly short life. It fell apart

on October 6, 1976 after the coup d'etat led by Admiral



Sa - gnat Chalawyoo who later headed the National Administrative

Reform Governnent.,

The Collapse of democracy in Thailand which was flourishing
between 14 October 1973 and 6 October 1976 came much sooner than
anticipated, This was however, due to the fact that should one
consider superficially the political change that was initiated
by the 14 October 1973 uprising one would be inclined to take the
view that democracy had been suoessfully installed in Thailand
On the contrary, when one takes a critical look at the chain of
events, one would have found that the change in 1973 was merely the
beginning of true democracy. Political awareness among the people
was, in fact,the consequence of political pressures under the
successive military dictatorial regimes, As soon as the event

lost its momentum traditional practices regained their strength.

The underlying cause of democratic failure in Thailand
during this peroid stemmed from the unchanging social, economic
and political structures. In short, we can conclude that the
failure of democracy in Thailand was due to the malfunctioning
of social, economic and political system, which happened abruptly

and almost at the same time,
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