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ABSTRACT

This thesis focuses on Singapore's foreign policy in a
search for its viability. Special consideration is, of course,
given to the unique characteristics of Singapore i.e. a small

country without basic natural resources.

The writer of this thesis discusses all important
internal and externsl factors that influenced and shaped
Singapore's foreign policy over a ten-year period (1965-1975):
political, economic, racial, ideological, leadership factors
vis-a-vis political developments and influences of the super-
powers in the South East Asia region. Following a careful
study of such factors, it was found that owing to Singapore's
circumstances and quest for survival, its leaders have chosen
the non-:zligned policy as the keystone determining all
Singapore's foreign affairs activities. £4s a result,
Singapore’s status in the international arena has, so far,

been steadily stabilized.



i)

It was also discovered that the successes Singapore
achieved over the past decade in economic, social and industrial
development and which have brought about a viable Singapore, were
due to the competence, intelligence, discipline and unity of the
Singaporeans. liost important of all were the dedication and the
ability to handle both internal and external affairs of the
People's Action Party headed by Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. Lee
himself, uot only has a vast knowledge of international affairs
but also possesses two important characteristics, namely "the
Bureaucratic-Pragmatic Type and the Charismatic-Revolutionary
Type of Leadership'-- the best qualifications with which to
draw faith and enthusiastic cooperation from the masses,

especially in a developing nation like Singapore.

Singapore in the future, as anmalyzed in this thesis, will
tend to flourish in the political, economic, social and
technological fieclds and non-alignment will be the continued

best policy for this island republic.

Taking this anticipated development into consideration,
it is quite certain that the viable Singapore of today will
undoubtedly be more stable tomorrow, provided that no major
political upheavals occur in South East Asia, an area
characterized by a state of constant political unrest and

vicissitude.
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