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# #5280108922: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORDS: WOMEN / DOMESTIC NOVEL / THAI-CHINESE FAMILY /ASSIMILATION
KITIYA WITHAYAPRAPHAT: STATUS AND ROLES OF WOMEN IN THAI-CHINESE FAMILIES IN
THAI DOMESTIC NOVELS BETWEEN 1995 AND 2003. ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.
ANONGNAT THAKOENGWIT Ph.D., 184 PP.

The objectives of this thesis are to study the statuses and roles of women in Thai-
Chinese families in eight Thai domestic novels by three authors, written between 1995 and
2003: Piyaphon Sakkasem’s King Phai Bai Rak, Thang Sai Than, Ban Roi Dok Mai and Tai
Ngao Tawan; Sophi Phannarai's Chao Sua Noi, Muai Inter and Chao Sua Chao Samran;
and Thipkeson’s Lady Yaowarat, and to analyze the contexts of these novels, namely the
social background with regard to family structure and assimilation; the development of Thai-
Chinese’s images in Thai novels; and the authors’ writing styles.

The study result shows that the selected novels present globalization in Thailand as
a key factor in changing the statuses and roles of women. First, middle-aged woman
characters are portrayed as being affected by immigration, intermarriage and capitalist
society. They are shown to cultivate culture and business that pertain uniquely to their
ethnicity in modern world. Moreover, they have the role of mothers who bring up women of a
new generation who will have more rights and liberty. Secondly, some characters are
reflections of the changes in statuses and roles of wives from traditional practices, resulting
from intermarriage. However, some wives are still faced with their middle-class
businessman husbands’ inclination toward polygamous practices. As for daughter
characters, socialization by the education institution leads them to prove their ability to work
as well as men. However, life in modern society may cause daughters with traditional
Chinese upbringing to have cultural conflicts. Finally, they learn their ways to accept their

roots and adapt traditional culture properly to suit life in the modern world.
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Here now is the affection of a father for his sons; he loves the worthy
among them and places on a lower level those who do not show ability; but that
of a mother for them is such, that while she loves the worthy, she pities
those who do not show ability; the mother deals with them on the ground of
affection and not of showing them honour; the father, on the ground of showing

them honour and not of affection”™
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