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# # 5486603435 : MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEYWORDS: TECHNIQUES / DISGUISED FEMALE DEMON / LAKHON NOK
NANTHANA SATHITSOMMON: TECHNIQUES IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THE ROLE OF THE DISGUISED
FEMALE DEMON IN THE LAKHON NOK. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. PHUSADEE LIMSCHOON, 406 pp.

The objective of "Techniques in the Performance of the Role of Disguised Female Demon in Lakhonnok" is
to study the history, elements of performance, dance patterns, and techniques of performance. The case studies
included three roles of disguised female demons: the role of Santhumala in "Rathasena," the role of Nang Phisua Samut
in "Phra Aphai Mani," and the role of Nang Phanthurat in "Sang Thong." The research methods included the freview of
relevant literature, interviews, observations of the performance, as well as the participation in the training of dance

patterns from experts in Thai classical dance who perform the role of disguised female demon.

The results revealed that, a disguised female demon means the character who is born as a female demon
and transforms herself into a female human. The purposes of the disguise are different, such as to look for a human
suitor or to conceal the origin of herself in order to live with human. The role of disguised female demon is colourful and

significant in creating the twist in the story.

The performance of the role of disguised female demon in Lakhonnok consists of; 1. Dance performance,
which is divided into the dance according to the interpretation of the lyrics using the classical dance patterns of the
characters and the imitation of natural gestures, and the conventional dance in Na Phat Song to accompany characters'

gestures; 2. Dialogues, which is divided into script dialogues and additional dialogues.

Significant techniques of performance can be described as follows; dance is performed with manners and
dynamic, focusing on rhythm of the dance and the vigor of dance patterns, moving every part of the body. Dance styles
and emotional expression focus on the openly and exaggerated expression through facial expressions, eyes, and
gestures. For example, anger and jealousy is expressed by a sullen facial expression, with knitted eyebrows, turn-down
mouth, harsh and vindictive eyes, and short-tempered gestures. Love is expressed through smiling face and seductive
eyes. Sadness is expressed with sad countenance and tearfully sentimental manner. The tone of voice used in dialogues
need to be corresponding with the emotion of the character. The three roles of disguised female demons have similar
dance styles and patterns, but they are different in terms of emotional expression. The requirements for the performers
who perform the role of disguised female demon are found to be good look, good skills in Thai classical dance, self-

confidence, expressiveness, intelligence and wit in improvisation.

The studies on techniques of performance from the role of a character in Thai classical dance are found to
be in a small number. Therefore it is worthy to be academically researched and developed to benefit Thai classical

dance field in the future.

Department: Dance Student's Signature

Field of Study:  Thai Dance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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