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A total of 113 strains of rapidly growing mycobacteria which

isolated from environment 53 strains, 36 strains from patients, and 24
reference strains were compared in a numerical taxonomic study using 120
unit characters. Similarity between strains were computed by using the
simple matching coefficient and the jaccard coefficient. The clustering
.of the strains studied were achieved using the unweighted pair .group method
with the arithmetic averages (UPGMA) technique. . Results from the two
methods have similar cluster Comp081t10n. At the 8 % similarity level of

~ the simple matching coefficient a total of 100 from 113 organisms studied
were divied into 12 clusters. Cluster 2,4,5,6,7,8,10, and subcluster 1l1A

were identified as M. flavescens, M. fortuitum, M. chelonei snbsp abscessus,

M. chitae, M. chelonei subsp chelonei, M. ausﬁroafricanum,‘M._Ehlei and

M. neolactis, respectively. The other clusters were unclassified myco=-

bacteria.
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